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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
To  the  Mayor, 

Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Swindon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  herewith  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the 
Year  1956. 

As  in  previous  years  I  have,  with  the  permission  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  C.  D.  L.  Lycett,  appended  the  report 
on  the  Services  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
1 946  which  are  delegated  to  the  Swindon  Area  Sub  -  Committee  and 
the  report  on  the  School  Health  Services  of  the  Borough.  Taken 
in  conjunction  these  three  reports  will,  I  trust,  present  a  com¬ 
prehensive  picture  of  the  state  of  health  in  Swindon. 

During  the  year  the  expansion  of  the  Borough  under  the  Town 
Development  Act  continued  steadily.  Penhill  Estate  is  now  almost 
complete  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  1,983  houses  were  occupied 
there. 

In  the  Walcot  area  1,159  houses  were  completed  during  the  year 
and  at  31st  December,  1956,  a  total  of  1,261  houses  were  occupied, 
833  of  them  by  overspill  families. 

Generally  the  families  arriving  from  London  are  delighted 
with  their  new  houses  and  their  standard  of  living  is  excellent. 
There  are,  however,  the  exceptions  who  create  a  serious  problem 
for  themselves,  their  neighbours,  and  the  Authorities.  No  matter 
how  much  help  and  advice  is  given  them  these  problem  families 
fail  socially  and  are  unable  to  achieve  a  reasonable  standard  of 
living,  and  the  house  becomes  a  “slum  dwelling”  within  a  matter 
of  weeks.  Subsequent  enquiries  prove  that  these  families  have  lived 
in  similar  circumstances  before,  and  even  the  incentive  of  a  good 
house  and  new  surroundings  fails  to  stimulate  them  to  achieve  a 
better  standard  of  living.  In  fact  several  such  families  have  had  to 
be  evicted  for  non-payment  of  rent,  and  have  proved  to  be  an 
embarrassment  to  the  Welfare  Authority  who  have  to  provide  them 
with  temporary  accommodation.  It  would  seem  that  the  only  way  to 
overcome  this  difficulty  with  problem  families  is  to  have  a 
representative  of  the  Swindon  Corporation  to  interview  applicants 
before  accepting  them  for  re -housing. 

Last  year  I  reported  on  the  high  number  of  Tubercular  cases 
arising  in  the  town  under  the  expansion  scheme.  I  am  glad  to 
report  this  year  that  with  the  co-operation  of  the  exporting 
Authorities  prior  information  about  such  cases  has  been  forthcoming. 
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During  the  first  half  of  the  year  we  were  able  to  recruit  three 
Public  Health  Inspectors,  one  of  whom  is  a  whole  time  Meat 
Inspector,  leaving  us  only  one  below  our  establishment.  As  the 
number  of  beasts  slaughtered  at  the  abattoir  fell  one  Inspector  was 
able  to  cope  with  the  work  there  and  this  enabled  the  district 
Inspectors  to  catch  up  on  much  of  the  work  which,  through  lack 
of  staff,  had  to  be  neglected  during  the  previous  months.  In 
particular,  I  would  draw  your  attention  to  the  section  of  the  report 
of  the  Principal  Public  Health  Inspector  dealing  with  the  inspections 
made  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  various  statistical  tables  incorporated  in 
the  report  that  the  health  of  Swindon  compares  favourable  with 
that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  It  is  gratifying  to  see  a  fall 
in  the  infant  mortality  rate  as  compared  with  last  year;  Swindon  had 
a  rate  of  19.9  compared  with  a  rate  of  25.8  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 
It  will  be  noted  too,  that  there  were  no  infant  deaths  attributable  to 
diarrhoea  or  enteritis — the  one  time  scourge  of  infants. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
encouragement  and  support  I  have  received  from  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  from  the  Staff  of  the 
Health  Department,  during  the  year.  I  would  also  like  to  thank 
the  Officers  and  Staff  of  other  departments  of  the  Corporation  for 
their  help  and  co-operation. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  URQUHART, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Civic  Offices, 
SWINDON. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

In  September  1956,  an  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease 
occurred  in  the  vicinity  of  Swindon.  On  17th  September  it  came 
to  our  notice  that  carcases  of  cattle  slaughtered  because  of  this 
disease  had  been  buried  in  the  catchment  areas  of  the  Water  Works 
at  Ogbourne  and  Wroughton. 

At  South  Farm,  Chiseldon,  122  carcases  were  buried  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  well  at  Ogbourne  Pumping  Station  and  at  Overtown 
Farm,  60  carcases  were  buried  about  150  yards  from  the  line  of 
No.  1  Adit  at  Wroughton.  There  had  been  no  prior  consultation 
between  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the  Local 
Authority  as  to  the  suitability  of  these  sites  for  burial. 

It  was  obvious  there  was  a  risk  of  contaminating  water  supplies 
in  both  areas  but  more  particularly  of  the  Wroughton  water. 

Representations  were  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  Health,  Housing  and  Local  Government.  Officers  from 
these  Ministries  made  an  inspection  of  the  Areas  concerned  on  the 
21st  September,  1956.  At  a  subsequent  conference  between  them 
in  London  on  the  24th  September,  1956  it  was  agreed  there  was  a 
definite  risk  to  the  water  supplies  concerned  and  orders  were  issued 
for  the  carcases  to  be  disinterred  and  burnt.  This  operation  was 
commenced  on  the  28th  September  and  completed  on  the  3rd 
October,  1956. 

As  No.  1  Adit  at  Wroughton  was  obviously  open  to  risk  of 
serious  contamination,  it  was  shut  off  and  a  stand  pipe  inserted 
into  it  to  enable  raw  water  to  be  examined.  Numerous  samples  of 
water  from  both  sources  were  analysed  and  the  results  showed 
heavy  contamination  of  No.  1  Adit  at  Wroughton  but  no  undue 
contamination  at  Ogbourne. 

Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  Chlorination  of  both 
these  supplies  and  no  impure  water  was  supplied  to  the  town.  No 
complaints  were  received  of  any  odour,  staining,  or  taste  from  the 
town  supplies. 

No.  1  Adit  at  Wroughton  was  excluded  from  the  Water  Supply 
until  the  4th  November,  1956. 

The  results  of  the  numerous  water  tests  were  forwarded  to  the 
Ministries  concerned. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1956 


Area  of  the  Borough  (acres)  -  -  -  6,361 

Population  (estimated  for  mid- 1956)  -  -  74,040 

Live  Births  -  Legitimate  -  -  -  1,295 

-  Illegitimate  59 

-  Total  -  1,354 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  -  -  18.29 

Still  Births  -  -  -  -  -  31 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  -  -  0.42 

Deaths  from  all  causes  -  male  -  -  -  426 

-  female  -  -  333 

-  total  -  -  759 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  -  -  10.25 

Deaths  of  infants  under  ONE  year  old  -  -  27 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  19.94 

Deaths  from  Certain  Important  Causes: — 

Cancer  .....  121 

Respiratory  Disease  -  -  -  81 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  9 

Vascular  and  Heart  diseases  -  -  -  405 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  -  -  6 
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BIRTHS 

Live  Births. 

The  table  shows  the  number  of  legitimate  and  illegitimate 
live  births  in  Swindon  in  each  sex,  with  the  comparable  data  for 
1955: — 


Live 

1956 

1955 

Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

678 

617 

1295 

584 

513 

1097 

Illegitimate  - 

29 

30 

59 

25 

29 

54 

TOTALS  - 

707 

647 

1354 

609 

542 

1151 

Illegitimate  births  comprised  4.35%  of  the  total  live  births  in 
1956,  as  compared  with  4.68%  in  1955. 

The  total  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  rose  to  18.29  in 
1956,  as  compared  with  16.12  in  1955.  The  trend  in  the  birth  rate 
since  1946  is  shown  in  the  table  below: — 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 


Year 

Swindon 

England  and  Wales 

1946 

19.2 

19.2 

1947 

21.7 

20.5 

1948 

17.6 

17.9 

1949 

16.3 

16.7 

1950 

15.1 

15.8 

1951 

15.6 

15.5 

1952 

15.2 

15.3 

1953 

1 6.6 

15.5 

1954 

16.08 

15.2 

1955 

16.12 

15.0 

1956 

18.29 

15.7 
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STILL-BIRTHS. 

The  table  shows  the  number  of  legitimate  and  illegitimate  still¬ 
births  in  Swindon  in  1956,  with  the  comparable  data  for  1955: — 


Still- 

1956 

1955 

Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  - 

13 

18 

31 

11 

11 

22 

Illegitimate  - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

TOTALS  - 

13 

18 

31 

12 

11 

23 

The  31  still-births  in  Swindon  in  1956  resulted  in  a  still-birth 
rate  of  0.42  per  1,000  population.  The  table  below  shows  the  still¬ 
birth  rates  for  Swindon,  and  for  England  and  Wales,  from  1952 
to  1956: — 


Still -Birth  rate  per 

1,000  population 

Year 

Swindon 

England  &  Wales 

1952 

0.33 

0.35 

1953 

0.35 

0.35 

1954 

0.33 

0.36 

1955 

0.32 

0.35 

1956 

0.42 

0.37 
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DEATHS. 

The  important  causes  of  death  are  shown  in  the  Vital  Statistics 
on  page  7,  and  a  detailed  table  follows  on  page  11. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  fell  from  135  to  121,  mainly 
due  to  a  sharp  drop  in  the  number  caused  by  cancer  of  the  lung  and 
bronchus,  from  30  to  14.  Only  one  of  the  cancer  of  the  lung  deaths 
occurred  in  a  female. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory  diseases,  excluding 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  increased  slightly,  while  deaths  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  itself  remained  low.  There  were  two  deaths 
caused  by  influenza,  and  a  small  number  caused  by  other  infectious 
diseases  (q.v.,  p.12). 

Deaths  from  vascular  and  heart  diseases  increased  slightly 
from  394  to  405,  and  continued  to  account  for  more  than  half  the 
total  number  of  deaths. 

Road  accidents  only  caused  one  death  in  1956,  but  the  number 
of  deaths  caused  by  accidents  in  the  home  and  in  factories  increased 
from  6  to  10.  The  number  of  suicides  fell  from  13  to  7. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  remained  unchanged,  being  759 
in  both  1955  and  1956.  There  has  been  little  alteration  in  the 
proportion  of  the  number  of  deaths  caused  by  each  group  of  diseases, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  on  page  13. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  SWINDON 
during  1955  and  1956 


1956  1955 


Cause  of  Death  Male  Female  Total  Total 


Tuberculosis — respiratory 

- 

9 

— 

9 

8 

Tuberculosis — other 

- 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Syphilitic  diseases 

- 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Diphtheria 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

- 

10 

6 

16 

19 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung.  Bronchus 

- 

13 

1 

14 

30 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

14 

— 

14 

16 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

— 

2 

2 

7 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

- 

45 

30 

75 

63 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

— 

3 

3 

5 

Diabetes 

- 

— 

1 

1 

7 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

- 

52 

57 

109 

114 

Coronary  disease.  Angina 

- 

62 

24 

86 

82 

Hypertension  with  Heart  disease 

- 

14 

12 

26 

22 

Other  heart  diseases 

- 

90 

94 

184 

176 

Other  Circulatory  diseases 

- 

12 

13 

25 

23 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Bronchitis 

- 

25 

12 

37 

40 

Pneumonia 

- 

16 

19 

35 

22 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  system 

- 

7 

2 

9 

7 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

- 

5 

3 

8 

7 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

- 

2 

2 

4 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

3 

3 

6 

6 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

- 

2 

— 

2 

6 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

- 

4 

2 

6 

8 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

- 

29 

35 

64 

54 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

1 

— 

1 

5 

Other  accidents 

- 

5 

5 

10 

6 

Suicide 

- 

2 

5 

7 

13 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  war 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  426  333  759  759 
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The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  per  1 ,000  population 
from  various  infectious  diseases  in  Swindon,  and  in  England  and 
Wales,  during  1956: 


Cause  of  Death 

Death  Rate  per  1000  Population 

Swindon 

England  &  Wales 

Tuberculosis 

0.14 

0.12 

Influenza 

0.03 

0.06 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

0.0025 

Pneumonia 

0.47 

0.52 

The  table  below  shows  how  the  death  rate  from  all  causes 
has  altered  in  Swindon  since  1946,  with  comparable  rates  for 
England  and  Wales: — 


Year 

Total  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Swindon 

England  &  Wales 

1946 

11.0 

12.0 

1947 

12.3 

12.0 

1948 

10.1 

10.8 

1949 

12.0 

11.7 

1950 

12.2 

11.6 

1951 

13.2 

12.5 

1952 

10.9 

11.3 

1953 

11.6 

11.4 

1954 

10.9 

11.3 

1955 

10.6 

11.7 

1956 

10.3 

11.7 
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The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000  population 
from  the  main  causes  of  death  are  given  in  the  following  table: — 


Year 

Circulatory  and 
Heart  diseases 

Respiratory 

diseases 

Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 

1952 

367 

5.33 

75 

1.09 

15 

0.22 

131 

1.90 

1953 

368 

5.33 

107 

1.55 

16 

0.23 

145 

2.10 

1954 

404 

5.79 

65 

0.93 

12 

0.17 

135 

1.93 

1955 

396 

5.54 

71 

0.99 

8 

0.11 

135 

1.89 

1956 

321 

4.34 

81 

1.09 

10 

1.35 

121 

1.63 

The  ages  at  death  of  Swindon  people  are  given  in  the  following 
table: — 


Year 

0—1 

1—5 

5—15 

15—45 

45—65 

Over  65 

Total 

1955 

24 

3 

5 

37 

210 

480 

759 

1956 

27 

2 

3 

36 

158 

583 

759 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  Swindon  in  1956,  the 
maternal  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1956  being  0.56  per 
1,000  live  births.  Even  one  maternal  death  in  a  year  in  Swindon 
will  automatically  cause  Swindon  rate  to  exceed  that  of  England 
and  Wales,  due  to  the  relatively  small  numbers  involved.  The  table 
below  shows  how  the  maternal  mortality  rate  has  fluctuated  in 
Swindon  over  the  last  five  years: — 


Year 

No.  OF 

Maternal  Deaths 
in  Swindon 

Maternal  Death  Rate 

per  1,000  Live  Births 

Swindon 

England  &  Wales 

1952 

2 

1.87 

0.72 

1953 

2 

1.77 

0.76 

1954 

1 

0.89 

0.69 

1955 

2 

1.70 

0.64 

1956 

— 

— 

0.56 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


27  Infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  died  in  Swindon  during 
1956,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  19.94  per  1,000  live  births. 
In  1955  the  rate  was  20.85,  so  that  a  further  improvement  has  been 
effected.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  Swindon  has  remained 
consistently  below  that  of  England  and  Wales,  which  reflects  very 
favourably  on  the  social  conditions  and  standard  of  infant  care  in 
the  town,  the  rate  being  generally  regarded  as  an  index  of  these 
conditions. 


The  actual  causes  of  the  infant  deaths  are  shewn  below: — 


Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  under  1  year 

1955 

1956 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other  respiratory 
diseases  .... 

3 

7 

Diarrhoea,  Enteritis  and  other  internal 

disorders  -  -  -  - 

_ _ 

Congenital  Defects,  Prematurity  and  Birth 
injury  ----- 

18 

16 

Other  causes  -  -  -  - 

3 

4 

TOTAL 

24 

27 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  the  largest  number  of  deaths 
were  ascribed  to  congenital  defects,  prematurity,  and  birth  injury. 
It  is  gratifying  that  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  caused  no  deaths  in  1956, 
thus  maintaining  the  equally  satisfactory  state  of  1955. 


The  variations  in  the  neonatal  death  rate,  the  death  rate  from 
4  weeks  to  1  year  of  age,  and  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  itself  during 
the  last  5  years  are  shewn  below: — 


Year 

Death  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births 

Swindon 

England  & 
Wales 

Neonatal 

Rate 

Rate-Age 

4  wks.-l  yr. 

Mortality 

Rate 

Mortality 

Rate 

1952 

11.4 

4.8 

16.2 

27.6 

1953 

11.3 

7.0 

18.3 

26.8 

1954 

10.7 

5.3 

16.0 

28.5 

1955 

15.6 

5.2 

20.8 

24.9 

1956 

14.0 

5.9 

19.9 

23.8 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  table  below  shows  the  incidence  of  all  types  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  during  the  last  5  years  in  Swindon: — 

Disease  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956 


Acute  Pneumonia 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Acute  Polioencephalitis 
Cerebrospinal  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 

Dysentery,  Food  Poisoning 
Measles 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Scarlet  Fever 
Smallpox 

Tuberculosis — pulmonary 
Tuberculosis — non-pulmonary 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infection 


26 

72 

35 

26 

16 

2 

1 

3 

11 

6 

1 

8 

3 

7 

8 

2 

4 

5 

1 

6 

51 

152 

242 

2 

1,490 

128 

860 

43 

51 

1 

65 

52 

52 

55 

169 

62 

62 

16 

22 

49 

101 

50 

62 

50 

13 

13 

18 

8 

12 

244 

201 

200 

209 

57 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

The  outstanding  features  of  the  year  were  the  increase  in  the 
incidence  of  dysentery  and  food  poisoning,  the  very  small  number 
of  measles  and  of  whooping  cough,  and  the  continuing  minute 
number  of  cases  of  poliomyelitis. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

For  the  seventh  successive  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  occurred 
in  Swindon,  and  it  is  now  twelve  years  since  there  was  a  death  from 
this  disease.  This  happy  position  can  only  be  maintained  by  the 
immunization  of  infants  and  children,  the  factor  that  was  responsible 
for  the  disappearance  of  the  disease.  Constant  efforts  are  made  to 
persuade  parents  to  have  children  immunized  in  the  face  of  growing 
lack  of  experience  on  their  part  of  the  terrible  effects  of  the  disease. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  increasing  public  awareness  of  the  value  of  the 
combined  inoculation  against  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria  in 
the  prevention  of  the  former  will  also  assist  in  the  prevention  of 
diphtheria.  The  table  following  shows  the  number  of  cases  and 
number  of  deaths  from  diphtheria  during  the  past  twenty  years 
in  Swindon: — 
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INCIDENCE  OF  DIPHTHERIA  IN  SWINDON 


Year 

No.  OF 

Cases 

No.  OF 

Deaths 

Year 

No.  OF 

Cases 

No.  OF 

Deaths 

1937 

31 

3 

1947 

9 

0 

1938 

38 

0 

1948 

6 

0 

1939 

42 

2 

1949 

1 

0 

1940 

150 

15 

1950 

0 

0 

1941 

105 

6 

1951 

0 

0 

1942 

25 

0 

1952 

0 

0 

1943 

39 

1 

1953 

0 

0 

1944 

74 

2 

1954 

0 

0 

1945 

15 

0 

1955 

0 

0 

1946 

15 

0 

1956 

0 

0 

SMALLPOX. 

No  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  in  Swindon  in  1956. 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  in  the  Borough  was  again 
very  low,  731.  Although  the  disease  is  a  rarity  in  the  country  now, 
a  few  cases  occur  every  year,  brought  in  from  other  countries.  The 
only  possible  protection  against  the  disease  is  recent  vaccination, 
and  it  is  unfortunate  that  so  many  parents  still  neglect  this  essential 
precaution. 


FOOD  POISONING  AND  DYSENTERY. 

152  cases  of  food  poisoning  and  dysentery  were  notified  during 
1956,  an  increase  of  101  cases  over  1955,  itself  a  year  in  which  a 
greatly  increased  number  of  cases  occurred.  In  every  case  the  home 
was  visited  by  a  Medical  Officer  from  the  Health  Department,  who 
tried  to  trace  the  source  of  the  infection,  and  gave  instructions  on 
the  means  of  preventing  further  spread.  The  family  was  then  visited 
at  intervals  until  tests  showed  that  they  were  free  from  infection.  In 
almost  all  cases  the  families  concerned  gave  willing  co-operation. 
Earlier  notification  of  cases  would  greatly  improve  the  prospects 
of  preventing  further  spread. 

The  rise  in  the  incidence  of  dysentery  in  Swindon  was,  as  in 
1955,  accompanied  by  a  greatly  increased  number  of  cases  in 
England  and  Wales.  Failure  to  wash  the  hands  after  using  the 
toilet  is  the  most  important  factor  in  spreading  the  disease,  and  there 
is  still  widespread  ignorance  of  the  importance  of  this  simple 
measure  in  hygiene. 

Food  poisoning  usually  results  from  handling  food  with  un¬ 
washed  hands,  and  scrupulous  attention  to  cleanliness  would 
eradicate  the  infection. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

In  1956  50  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  a 
decrease  of  11  cases  from  1955,  but  the  number  of  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  increased  from  8  to  12.  The  table  below 
shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  notified  cases. 

NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1956 


Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Under  5  yrs. 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

5—10  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

10—15  „ 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

15—20  „ 

— 

2 

1 

1 

4 

20—25  „ 

3 

1 

1 

— 

5 

25—30  „ 

2 

2 

— 

1 

5 

30—40  „ 

9 

3 

2 

— 

14 

40—50  „ 

5 

1 

— 

2 

8 

50—60  „ 

9 

3 

1 

1 

14 

Over  60  „ 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

TOTAL 

35 

15 

5 

7 

62 

In  1956  nine  deaths  occurred  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
two  of  them  in  non-notified  cases,  and  one  death  in  a  non-pulmonary 
case. 


The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  notified  and  of  all  types  of  tuberculosis,  the  case 
rate  per  1,000  population,  the  number  of  deaths,  and  the  death  rate 
per  1,000  population,  for  each  of  the  last  5  years: — 

NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 

1952—1956 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

All  Forms  of 

Tuberculosis 

Case 

Death 

Case 

Death 

Year 

Cases 

rate 

rate 

Cases 

rate 

rate 

notified 

per 

Deaths 

per 

notified 

per 

Deaths 

per 

1000 

1000 

1000 

1000 

popn. 

popn. 

popn. 

popn.. 

1952 

49 

0.71 

13 

0.19 

62 

0.90 

15 

0.22 

1953 

101 

1.46 

14 

0.20 

112 

1.62 

16 

0.23 

1954 

50 

0.72 

8 

0.11 

68 

0.47 

12 

0.17 

1955 

62 

0.86 

8 

0.11 

70 

0.97 

8 

0.11 

1956 

50 

0.68 

9 

0.12 

62 

0.84 

10 

0.14 
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PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  cases  discovered 
was  due  to  the  absence  of  any  facilities  for  Miniature  Mass  Radio¬ 
graphy  during  the  year,  it  being  very  noticeable  that  each  attendance 
of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  at  Swindon  increases  the  number  of 
cases  discovered  that  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has 
remained  almost  constant  for  several  years,  indicating  that  the 
disease  has  by  no  means  been  eradicated.  Although  the  number 
of  deaths  from  this  cause  in  England  and  Wales  has  fallen  sharply 
over  the  last  decade,  the  number  of  new  cases  notified  has  not 
fallen  to  anything  like  the  same  extent.  The  only  hope  for  the 
eradication  of  the  disease  is  the  co-operation  of  all  concerned  in 
its  prevention,  and  it  cannot  be  stressed  too  often  that  those  with 
chronic  coughs  should  consult  their  medical  practitioner,  so  that 
full  investigation  can  be  carried  out  if  he  finds  it  necessary. 


NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  increased 
to  12  in  1956.  The  great  majority  of  these  cases  are  contracted  from 
infected  milk,  and  until  either  Tuberculosis  of  cattle  is  eradicated, 
or  all  milk  is  pasteurized,  there  is  little  hope  of  seeing  the  disappear¬ 
ance  of  the  disease.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  attack  on 
tuberculosis  in  cattle  has  been  increasingly  successful  since  the 
Second  World  War  and  there  is  hope  that  the  disease  will  be 
abolished  by  the  early  1960’s. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  MEASLES. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  whooping-cough  fell  sharply 
in  1956  to  57,  in  contrast  with  the  usual  level  of  around  200  cases 
per  year  that  have  been  notified  over  the  past  ten  years. 

As  expected,  the  number  of  cases  of  measles  fell,  and  there 
were  no  deaths.  The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  notifications, 
and  deaths,  from  whooping  cough  and  measles,  during  the  past  5 
years: — 


Year 

Me, 

\SLES 

Whoopin 

g  Cough 

Number 

notified 

Number  of 
deaths 

Number 

notified 

Number  of 
deaths 

1952 

242 

_  .. 

244 

— 

1953 

1490 

— 

201 

— 

1954 

128 

— 

200 

— 

1955 

860 

1 

209 

— 

1956 

43 

— 

57 

— 

It  is  hoped  that  the  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping- 
cough  will  continue,  and  the  increasing  use  of  the  combined  vaccine 
against  whooping-cough  and  diphtheria  should  ensure  that  this 
does  occur.  The  combined  vaccine  is  usually  given  from  the  fourth 
month  of  life  onwards,  and  has  been  shewn  to  afford  substantial 
protection  against  both  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 


22  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  1956,  the  disease 
now  being  so  mild  that  many  children  are  probably  never  even 
thought  to  be  ill  enough  to  require  the  attention  of  a  doctor.  The 
table  below  shews  the  number  of  notifications  and  the  number  of 
deaths  during  the  past  5  years: — 


Year 

No.  of  Cases 
notified 

No.  of 
Deaths 

1952 

169 

_ 

1953 

62 

— 

1954 

62 

— 

1955 

16 

— 

1956 

22 

— 
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POLIOMYELITIS. 

In  1956  only  3  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  in  Swindon, 
the  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  Borough  having  remained 
low  for  several  years  now.  No  deaths  occurred  in  any  of  the  cases. 
In  every  instance  the  home  was  visited  and  all  known  contacts  were 
advised  on  the  precautions  they  should  take.  No  new  cases 
originating  from  the  spread  of  infection  from  any  of  the  3  known 
cases  were  discovered.  The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  cases 
and  deaths  from  poliomyelitis  in  Swindon  during  the  last  11  years: — 

CASES  AND  DEATHS  FROM  POLIOMYELITIS 


Year 

Number 
of  Cases 
Notified 

Number 
of  Deaths 

1946 

1 

0 

1947 

8 

l 

1948 

5 

1 

1949 

5 

0 

1950 

13 

2 

1951 

5 

0 

1952 

2 

0 

1953 

11 

2 

1954 

6 

1 

1955 

8 

1 

1956 

3 

0 

22 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  STAFF 

During  the  year,  the  Medical  Officers  of  this  Department 
carried  out  the  following  examinations  of  staff: — 

Candidates  for  entry  into  the  Superannuation  Scheme 

and  transfer  to  the  established  list  of  employees  -  135 

Candidates  for  Public  Service  Vehicle  Licences  -  53 

Entrants  to  Training  Colleges  37 

Others  ------  34 

TOTAL  259 
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ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME 

The  names  of  all  persons  attending  the  Great  Western  Hospital, 
Swindon,  who  are  found  to  have  received  an  injury  through  an 
accident  in  their  home  are  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  a  Health  Visitor  visits  each  one  to  ascertain  whether  the  accident 
could  have  been  avoided  and  to  demonstrate  how  accidents  could  be 
avoided  in  the  future. 

The  table  below  shows  details  of  the  157  persons  in  Swindon 
who  sustained  accidents  in  their  homes  between  July  1956  and  May 
1957  and  who  attended  the  Accident  Hospital. 


Age 

in  Years 

Under 

1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65+ 

Not 

kn’wn 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.F. 

M.  F. 

Lacerations 

.  _ , 

8  11 

5  1 

—  1 

1  3 

—  3 

—  5 

—  3 

- .  - - 

—  8 

Sprains  and 
Bruises 

1  1 

7  8 

5  1 

—  1 

—  4 

—  4 

—  2 

1  5 

—  4 

_ 

Fractures 

— .  — 

- - - 

— ■  — 

— .  — 

— •  — 

—  2 

—  1 

—  1 

1  1 

— 

Scalds 

— .  — 

13  2 

1  2 

—  2 

—  1 

—  2 

—  3 

— .  — 

—  2 

— 

Burns 

2  — 

4  6 

4  1 

— *  — 

— ■  — • 

—  2 

—  2 

— 

— 

1  3 

Other 

Injuries 

1  — 

—  1 

— .  — . 

— .  — 

— •  — • 

—  1 

— .  — 

—  1 

— 

—  1 

Totals 

4  1 

32  28 

15  5 

—  4 

1  8 

—  14 

—  13 

1  10 

1  7 

1  12 

36  males  and  29  females  =  65  persons  under  5  years. 
51  males  and  34  females  =  85  persons  under  15  years. 


The  Health  Visitor’s  reports  show  that  nearly  all  these  accidents 
could  have  been  avoided.  The  commonest  cause  of  the  cuts  and 
lacerations  was  carelessness  in  using  a  kitchen  knife  or  in  opening 
a  tin. 

The  sprains,  bruises  and  fractures  mainly  resulted  from 
slipping  on  a  polished  floor  but  also  from  falling  down  stairs 
or  falling  off  a  chair  while  trying  to  get  something  that  was  out  of 
reach. 

Half  the  scalds  occurred  to  toddlers  and  in  every  case  the 
scald  was  sustained  either  by  the  child  pulling  a  hot  saucepan  or 
kettle  off  a  stove  or  by  him  knocking  a  cup  of  tea  out  of  his  mother’s 
hand.  Free  standing  oil  stoves  with  a  hot  plate  on  top  are  particularly 
dangerous  to  toddlers  and  children.  The  burns  were  caused  in  the 
case  of  adults  by  putting  their  hand  on  to  a  hot  stove  or  in  the  case 
of  children  by  playing  with  unguarded  fires. 

The  miscellaneous  injuries  listed  were  mainly  the  results  of 
foreign  bodies  inserted  into  the  nose  or  hand,  splinters,  etc.  For 
once  no  electrical  injuries  occurred. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  65  out  of  the  157  accidents  occurred  to 
infants  and  toddlers  and  a  further  20  were  school  children,  and  that, 
as  might  be  expected  102  of  the  injured  were  female  and  only  55 
male,  only  4  of  the  males  being  over  15  years  old. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  the  Annual  Report  on  work 
carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Principal  Public  Health 
Inspector  during  the  year  1956. 

Staff 


There  were  four  vacancies  for  Sanitary  Inspectors  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year.  Mr.  R.  G.  Marshall  commenced  duties  as  Meat 
Inspector  at  the  Abattoir  in  April.  Mr.  W.  L.  Judd  and  Mr.  J.  G. 
Hughes  commenced  duties  as  Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  in 
May  and  June  respectively.  One  vacancy  remained  unfilled  during 
the  year. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

This  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1956, 
consolidated  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938;  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950,  and  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Amendment  Act,  1954,  and  amended  and  supplemented  part 
of  the  1938  Act  relating  to  slaughterhouses  and  knackers’  yards. 
The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  made  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  also  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1956, 
with  the  exception  of  certain  sections  requiring  the  provision  of 
various  fittings,  which  did  not  become  enforceable  until  the  1st  July, 
1956. 

The  Regulations  contain  new  provisions  in  respect  of  the 
hygienic  handling  of  food,  and  the  construction,  maintenance  and 
repair  of  premises,  stalls,  and  vehicles  where  food  is  handled.  They 
do  not  apply  to  cold  stores,  slaughterhouses,  warehouses,  and 
certain  other  wholesale  premises. 

393  visits  were  made  to  Registered  food  premises  and  1,114 
visits  were  made  to  other  food  premises,  stalls  and  vehicles  where 
food  is  sold  or  prepared  for  sale,  and  particulars  of  matters  requiring 
attention  at  the  premises  inspected  will  be  found  on  page  32.  Most 
of  the  defects  had  been,  or  were  in  process  of  being  remedied  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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SAMPLING 

164  samples  of  milk  and  101  of  other  foodstuffs  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination,  and  particulars  of  these 
samples  will  be  found  on  page  35  of  this  report. 

140  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Pathological 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination,  details  of  which  are  on 
page  33. 

The  32  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the  Pathological  Labora¬ 
tory  for  biological  examination  were  free  from  tubercle  bacilli. 

There  were  5  prosecutions  during  the  year.  One  was  for 
selling  shrimps  which  were  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  the 
defendants  were  fined  £5  in  this  case.  The  same  firm  was  also 
prosecuted  for  selling  unsound  prawns.  The  Magistrates’  Court 
fined  them  £25  and  costs,  but  they  appealed  against  this  decision 
to  the  Quarter  Sessions  when  their  appeal  was  dismissed  with  costs 
but  the  fine  reduced  to  £10. 

Two  dairymen  were  fined  for  retailing  milk  in  dirty  bottles. 
In  each  instance  the  bottles  had  passed  through  a  mechanical  bottle 
washing  machine  but  this  had  failed  to  remove  the  dirt.  There  is 
considerable  misuse  of  milk  bottles  by  the  public  and  in  spite  of 
precautions  taken  at  most  dairies,  occasionally  stained  bottles  do 
escape  detection. 

One  farmer  was  fined  £25  and  £14  costs  in  respect  of  ten 
samples  of  milk  which  contained  extraneous  water  in  amounts 
varying  from  4  to  22  per  cent.  A  leaking  cooler  was  suspected  to 
be  the  cause  of  the  added  water. 

ICE-CREAM 

There  are  only  two  premises  within  the  Borough  which  are 
used  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream,  most  of  the  ice-cream  sold  in 
the  Borough  being  manufactured  by  nationally  well-known 
manufacturers.  All  samples  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst  com¬ 
plied  with  the  Food  Standards  (Ice-cream)  Order,  1953,  which 
requires  that  ice-cream  should  contain  not  less  than  5%  fat,  10% 
sugar,  and  9\%  milk  solids  other  than  fat. 

10  samples  of  ice-cream  and  7  of  ice  lollies  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  all  these  samples  were  placed  in 
Grade  1.  As  there  is  no  statutory  test  for  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  ice-cream  these  samples  were  graded  in  accordance 
with  the  Advisory  Bulletin  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory 
Service  1947. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  was  a  further  reduction  in  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  at  the  Marlborough  Lane  Slaughterhouse  during  the 
year. 

40,176  carcases  were  inspected  at  the  Slaughterhouse  and 
some  62  tons  of  unsound  meat  and  offal  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  The  tables  on  page  36  give  further  particulars 
of  the  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  and  the  percentages  found 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  or  other  diseased  conditions.  The  graph 
on  page  37  shows  that  the  number  of  cattle  found  affected  with 
tuberculosis  is  the  lowest  percentage  since  the  present  method  of 
recording  was  introduced  in  1938. 

In  spite  of  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered, 
killing  was  carried  out  on  22  Sundays  during  the  year.  It  is  necessary 
for  Meat  Inspectors  to  be  present  during  the  whole  time  that 
slaughtering  is  in  progress  if  meat  inspection  is  to  be  efficiently 
carried  out. 

DRAINAGE  WORK 

The  drains  of  225  premises  were  relaid  or  overhauled  during 
the  year  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

HOUSING  REPAIRS 

Public  Health  Act,  1936;  Housing  Acts,  1936—1954: 

Housing  repairs  were  carried  out  at  305  houses  as  a  result  of 
informal  action.  Statutory  Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  3 
properties  during  the  year  and  two  of  these  notices  have  been 
complied  with  by  the  owners. 

HOUSING  —  SLUM  CLEARANCE 

Slum  houses,  as  defined  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  are  houses  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  which  cannot  be  made  fit  at  reasonable  expense,  or  which  by 
reason  of  their  bad  arrangement  or  the  narrowness  or  bad  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  streets  are  dangerous  or  injurious  to  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants. 

Some  progress  in  slum  clearance  was  made  during  the  year. 
12  houses  were  closed  or  demolished,  and  64  persons,  49  of  whom 
were  re-housed  by  the  Swindon  Corporation,  were  displaced  from 
unfit  houses.  One  Clearance  Order  relating  to  15  unfit  houses  was 
still  waiting  confirmation  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  one  Clearance 
Order  relating  to  5  houses  was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Hous¬ 
ing  and  Local  Government. 
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HOUSING  CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 
1954,  in  certain  cases  rent  increases  are  permitted  provided  that  the 
houses  are  in  a  good  state  of  repair  and  that  the  owner  has  incurred 
a  certain  amount  of  expenditure  in  carrying  out  repairs.  A  tenant 
may  apply  to  the  Local  Authority  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair 
and  if  one  is  granted  the  increased  rent  is  not  payable  as  long 
as  the  certificate  of  disrepair  remains  in  force.  Two  certificates 
were  applied  for  and  granted  during  the  year. 


OVERCROWDING 

The  records  of  the  department  show  that  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  there  were  9  cases  of  overcrowding  affecting  59  persons 
outstanding.  6  new  cases  affecting  48J  persons  came  to  the  notice 
of  the  department  and  6  cases  affecting  42  persons  were  abated  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  There  were  9  cases  of  overcrowding  affecting  69  persons 
outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Under  this  Act  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Authority 
to  carry  out  the  burial  or  cremation  of  any  person  who  has  died 
in  their  area,  where  no  suitable  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
disposal  of  the  body.  During  the  year  under  review  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  burial  of  one  such  person. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

428  premises  were  treated  and  cleared  of  rats  or  mice  infesta¬ 
tion  during  the  year.  Test  baiting  of  sewer  manholes  was  carried 
out,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  systematically  treat  555  manholes 
for  rat  infestation.  As  on  previous  occasions  the  treatment  showed 
that  there  is  still  considerable  infestation  in  the  sewers  in  the  older 
parts  of  the  town. 

The  Rodbourne  Tip  continues  to  remain  practically  free  from 
rats,  but  there  has  been  some  infestation  of  the  Salvage  Depot,  and 
of  the  Rodbourne  and  Broome  Sewage  Farms,  which  have  been 
treated. 

In  order  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  disinfestation  of  business  proper¬ 
ties  is  now  charged  for,  and  treatment  was  carried  out  at  business 
premises  at  a  cost  of  £106-11-3  which  is  recoverable  from  the 
occupiers. 
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RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT, 
1951 


This  Act  requires  the  registration  of  premises  where  upholstery, 
including  the  stuffing  or  lining  of  bedding,  toys,  etcetera,  is  being 
done,  and  requires  that  any  rag  flock  or  other  filling  material  used 
on  such  premises  shall  comply  with  the  standard  of  cleanliness 
prescribed  in  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Regulations, 
1951.  The  Act  does  not  apply  to  premises  where  only  the  remaking 
or  reconditioning  of  articles  is  carried  on,  and  the  fitting  out  of  rail¬ 
way  carriages  is  also  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  seven  premises  were  registered  and  four 
licences  were  in  force  for  the  storage  of  rag  flock.  Five  samples  of 
filling  materials  were  submitted  to  the  Prescribed  Analyst  and  four 
samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  One  sample  of  Kapok  did 
not  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  but  as  this  material 
was  pre-packed  and  sold  by  the  retailer  in  exactly  the  same  condition 
as  he  received  it,  this  matter  was  referred  to  the  Local  Authority  in 
whose  district  the  Kapok  was  packed. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Certain  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  came  into  operation 
as  from  the  31st  December,  1956.  They  relate  to  the  installation  of 
new  furnaces,  height  of  chimneys,  smoke  control  areas,  pollution 
from  colliery  spoil  banks,  the  extension  of  the  Alkali,  &c.  Works 
Regulations  and  the  making  of  bye-laws. 

These  new  provisions  had  no  practical  effect  during  the  year 
under  review  but  in  view  of  the  impending  legislation  two  Public 
Health  Inspectors  were  authorised  to  attend,  and  commenced  a  part- 
time  course  for  Smoke  Inspectors  approved  by  the  Royal  Society 
of  Health. 

The  new  Act,  when  fully  implemented,  will  include  provisions 
for  reducing  atmospheric  pollution  not  only  from  industrial  estab¬ 
lishments  but  from  domestic  and  certain  other  non-industrial 
premises. 

In  concluding  my  report  I  desire  to  thank  all  Officers  of  the 
Corporation  for  their  assistance  and  ready  co-operation  throughout 
the  year. 


H.  A.  BANWELL, 

Principal  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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INSPECTIONS  AND  REVISITS— 1956 


Premises 


Primary 

Inspections  Revisits 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Dwelling  houses  on  complaint  - 

- 

505 

584 

Dwelling  houses — no  nuisance  found  - 

- 

397 

2 

Other  premises 

- 

247 

119 

Caravans 

- 

101 

204 

Smoke  observations 

- 

1 

— 

Stables  and  Piggeries  - 

- 

2 

2 

Theatres  and  Cinemas  - 

- 

6 

6 

Licensed  premises 

- 

33 

1 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences  - 

- 

8 

— 

Verminous  premises 

- 

31 

8 

Infectious  Disease  enquiries 

- 

37 

8 

Drainage  work  under  supervision 

- 

369 

755 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1936—1954 

Dwelling  houses  on  complaint  - 

- 

58 

154 

Dwelling  houses — no  defects  found 

- 

— 

— 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  - 

- 

9 

2 

Overcrowding 

- 

23 

14 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Bakehouses 

- 

32 

9 

Butchers’  shops 

- 

116 

17 

Dairies  .... 

- 

25 

7 

Fish  shops  and  Fish  friers 

- 

60 

7 

Food  preparation  and  Storage  premises  - 

- 

92 

6 

Food  shops /premises 

- 

709 

129 

Ice-cream  premises 

- 

19 

10 

Licensed  premises 

- 

35 

5 

Markets  and  Food  stalls 

- 

89 

4 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Canteens,  etc. 

- 

109 

30 

Slaughterhouse 

- 

811 

— 

Merchandise  Marks  Order 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955— SAMPLING 

401 

Food  Samples — Bacteriological 

- 

9 

Food  and  Drug  Samples — Chemical 

- 

101 

Ice-cream  Samples — Methylene  Blue  Test 

- 

17 

Milk  Samples — Chemical 

Milk  Samples — 

• 

164 

Phosphatase/Methylene  Blue  Tests 

- 

140 

Milk  Samples — Biological 

- 

32 

30 


Premises 


Primary 

Inspections  Revisits 


OTHER  SAMPLES 

Water  Samples — Bacteriological 
Water  Samples — Chemical 
Water  Samples  from  Swimming  Baths/ 
Bathing  Pools 
Sewage  Effluent  Samples 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Factories — mechanical 
Factories — non-mechanical 
Outworkers 


51 

22 

28 

8 


168 

42 

165 


SWINDON  CORPORATION  ACTS,  1947  and  1951 


Hairdressers  -  5 

Hawkers  -  — 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  20 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 

ACT,  1949  -  -  -  -  257 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING 

MATERIALS  ACT,  1951  -  -  1 

Rag  Flock  Samples  ....  5 

SHOPS  ACTS  ....  337 

MISCELLANEOUS  -  -  -  2479 


15 

4 


10 

145 


7 

17 


2281 


TOTALS  8374 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 


Premises  registered  for  the  Preparation  or  Manufacture  of 


Sausages,  or  Potted,  Pressed,  Pickled 

or  Preserved  Food 

110 

Premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Sale  or  Storage  of 
Ice-cream  ------ 

259 

Registered  Dairies 

- 

- 

16 

Premises  registered  for  carrying  on 
business 

a  Wholesale  Margarine 

8 

Registered  Distributors  of  Milk 

- 

- 

26 

Wholesale  Grocery  Premises 

» 

- 

10 

Grocery  and  Provision  Shops 

- 

- 

48 

General  Food  shops 

- 

- 

192 

Bakehouses 

- 

- 

13 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  - 

- 

- 

31 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 

- 

-  -  - 

45 

Works’  Canteens 

- 

- 

26 

Schools’  Meals  Services  Premises 

- 

- 

24 

Wholesale  Greengrocery  Premises 

- 

- 

3 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

- 

- 

45 

Wholesale  Meat  Stores 

- 

- 

2 

Butchers’  shops 

- 

- 

73 

Fishmongers  and  Fish  Friers 

- 

-  -  - 

35 

Licensed  Hotels  and  Public  Houses  and  Off  Licences 

104 

Licensed  Clubs 

- 

- 

33 

Chemists  and  Drug  Stores 

- 

- 

23 

Mineral  Water  Works 

- 

-  -  - 

2 

Sweet  Shops 

- 

- 

79 

Wholesale  Ice  Cream  Premises 

- 

- 

2 

SWINDON  CORPORATION  ACTS  1947 

Premises  registered  as  accommodation  for  food  intended 

for  sale  from  vehicles  -  -  -  17 

Hawkers  registered  for  the  sale  of  food  from  vehicles  -  46 
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MATTERS  REQUIRING  ATTENTION  TO  COMPLY  WITH 
THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  FOOD  HYGIENE 
REGULATIONS,  1955 

Unsatisfactory  premises  4 

Unclean  or  unsatisfactory  equipment  -  -  49 

No  protection  from  contamination  -  -  -  30 

Food  placed  lower  than  18"  from  the  ground  -  -  6 

Unsatisfactory  personal  cleanliness  6 

Unsatisfactory  carriers  or  wrapping  -  -  -  -  — 

Unsatisfactory  drainage  1 

Unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  -  -  -  178 

Absence  of  Notice  requesting  washing  of  hands  -  128 

Absence  of  water  supply  -  -  -  -  -  — 

Absence  of  wash  basins  -  -  -  -  -  171 

Absence  of  hot  or  cold  water  supply  to  wash  basins  -  293 

Absence  of  soap  and/or  nailbrushes  -  -  177 

Absence  of  towels  -  -  -  -  96 

Absence  of  first  aid  equipment  -  -  -  93 

Absence  of  accommodation  for  clothing  -  -  64 

Absence  of  sufficient  sinks  -  -  -  40 

Absence  of  hot  and  cold  water  to  sinks  -  -  103 

Absence  of  soap  or  detergent  for  sinks  -  -  -  22 

Absence  of  clean  cloths  -  -  -  -  23 

Unsatisfactory  lighting  and/or  ventilation  6 

Food  rooms  used  as  or  communicating  with  sleeping  rooms  -  1 

Food  rooms  with  unclean  and  / or  defective  walls  -  138 

Food  rooms  with  unclean  and/or  defective  ceilings  -  -  116 

Food  rooms  with  unclean  and/or  defective  floors  -  -  34 

Food  rooms  with  unclean  and/or  defective  windows  -  1 

Food  rooms  with  unclean  and/or  defective  woodwork  *  41 

Food  rooms  with  unsatisfactory  protection  against  rodents/ 

birds /insects  7 

Accumulations  of  rubbish,  etcetera  -  -  10 

Unsatisfactory  temperature  of  food  for  immediate 

consumption  -----  6 

Absence  of  name  and  address  on  stalls  and  vehicles  -  6 

Absence  of  covering  of  sides  and  backs  of  stalls /vehicles  -  — 

Absence  of  covered  receptacles  for  waste  and  trimmings  -  8 

Meat  Vans: 

Absence  of  impervious  floor  or  duckboards  -  -  -  — 

Absence  of  receptacles  for  offal  -  -  -  -  — 

Offal  not  covered  in  receptacle  -  -  -  -  — 

Absence  of  cleanliness  --  -  -  -  -  — 

Absence  of  clean  overalls /head  covering  1 

Miscellaneous  Infringements  -  -  -  -  37 


TOTAL  1896 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (RAW  MILK)  and 
PASTEURISED  AND  STERILISED  MILK) 
REGULATIONS,  1949 

Licences  in  force  within  the  Borough  issued  by  the  Town  Council 


of  Swindon: — 

Dealers’  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 

designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  -  -  16 

Supplementary  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  -  3 

Dealers’  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 

designation  “Pasteurised”  -  -  14 

Dealers’  (Pasteurisers’)  Licences  authorising  the 

use  of  the  special  designation  “Pasteurised”  -  4 

Supplementary  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  “Pasteurised”  -  -  2 

Dealers’  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 

designation  “Sterilised”  -  -  -  4 

Supplementary  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  “Sterilised”  -  -  1 


SAMPLES  OF  MILK  SUBMITTED  FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
EXAMINATION  TO  THE  PATHOLOGICAL  LABORATORY, 
GORSE  HILL,  SWINDON,  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1956 


Designation 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken 

Satisfactory 

Not  satisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested  - 
Tuberculin  Tested  - 

10 

10 

— 

(Pasteurised) 

69 

68 

1 

Pasteurised 

50 

50 

— 

Sterilised 

4 

4 

— 

Non-designated 

7 

7 

— 

TOTALS 

140 

139 

1 

SAMPLES  OF  MILK  SUBMITTED  FOR  BIOLOGICAL 
EXAMINATION  TO  THE  PATHOLOGICAL  LABORATORY, 
GORSE  HILL,  SWINDON,  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1956 


Designation 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken 

Negative 

results 

Positive 

results 

Tuberculin  Tested  - 
Tuberculin  Tested 

8 

8 

— 

(Pasteurised) 

13 

13 

— 

Pasteurised 

9 

9 

— 

Non-designated 

2 

2 

— 

TOTALS  - 

32 

32 

— 
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ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT,  ETC.) 
REGULATIONS,  1947 

Samples  of  Ice-Cream  submitted  for  Bacteriological  examination 
to  the  Pathological  Laboratory,  Gorse  Hill,  Swindon: 


Samples 

taken 

Placed  in 
Grade  1 

Placed  in 
Grade  2 

Placed  in 
Grade  3 

Placed  in 
Grade  4 

10 

10 

— 

— 

— 

As  there  is  no  statutory  test  for  the  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  of  ice-cream,  the  above  samples  are  graded  in  accordance  with 
the  Advisory  Bulletin  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
1947. 

Seven  samples  of  Ice  Lollies  were  also  submitted  for  examina¬ 
tion  and  all  were  placed  in  Grade  I. 

Other  Samples  submitted  for  special  tests  to  the  Pathological 
Laboratory,  Gorse  Hill,  Swindon: 


Samples 

No.  Taken 

Results 

f 

Frozen  Egg 

8 

3  showed  heavy  growth  of  B.  Coli 

but  no  intestinal  pathogens 
isolated. 

4  showed  profuse  growth  of  B. 
Coli. 

1  was  sterile. 

Milk 

1 

No  pathogenic  organisms  isolated. 
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SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST  FOR 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 


Samples  taken 

Formal 

Informal 

Genuine 

Not  genuine 

Milk 

Condensed  Sweetened 

149 

15 

144 

20 

Skimmed  Milk 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Crab  (tinned)  - 

1 

— 

1 

6 

— 

Beef  Sausages  - 

— 

6 

— 

Pork  Sausages 

— 

4 

3 

1 

Pork  Chippolatas 

Tinned  Peas 

— 

2 

1 

1 

(Processed) 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Sweets 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Ice-cream 

— 

10 

10 

— 

Ice  Lollies 

— 

7 

7 

— 

Fish  Pastes 

— 

13 

13 

— 

Beef  Suet 

— 

6 

5 

1 

Malt  Vinegar 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Biscuits 

1 

— 

1 

Whisky 

5 

— 

5 

— 

Gin 

5 

— 

5 

Rum 

5 

— 

5 

Beer 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Bread 

9 

— 

9 

- — 

Self-raising  Flour 

— • 

6 

6 

- — 

Plain  Flour 

4 

1 

3 

TOTALS 

185 

80 

236 

29 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected 
during  1956. 


Cattle 

Calves 

I 

Pigs 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Cows 

Others 

Totals  killed  and 
inspected 

1385 

4397 

1116 

24561 

8717 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis  &  Cys- 

TICERCOSIS 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

32 

6 

30 

58 

44 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

784 

1733 

8 

5683 

693 

Approximate  percent¬ 
age  of  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  or  Cysticercosis 

58.8 

39.5 

3.4 

23.4 

8.4 

Tuberculosis  Only 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

12 

11 

_ 

7 

_ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

153 

216 

1096 

Approximate  percent¬ 
age  of  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  Tu¬ 
berculosis 

11.8 

5.1 

4.4 

Cysticercosis  Only 
— whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

4 

46 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera¬ 
tion  ... 

4 

43 

Approximate  percent¬ 
age  of  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  Cysti¬ 
cercosis 

.28 

1.0 

— 

— ■ 

— . 
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UNSOUND  FOOD  CONDEMNED  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS  DURING  1956 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Unsound  Meat  and  Offal  -  -  62  11  3  2 

Other  Unsound  Food  -  -  4  4  1  3 


TOTAL  66  16  0  5 


Unsound  meat  and  offals  from  the  Abattoir  are  sold  for  pro¬ 
cessing  and  animal  feeding.  Other  unsound  food  is  destroyed  at 
the  Rodbourne  Tip. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 

1.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  inspections  carried 
out  during  the  year: 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

1 

Inspections 

Written  1 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

37 

46 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

216 

183 

19 

(iii)  Other  premises 
in  which  section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 
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OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 

Numbers  of  Outworkers  at  August,  1956: — 

Making,  cleaning,  etc.  of  wearing  apparel  -  -  136 

Making  of  receptacles  of  paper,  cardboard,  etc.  -  3 

Furniture  and  Upholstery  -  -  -  6 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


No. 

of  cases  i 
were 

n  which  defects 
found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Refe 

;rred 

Found 

Remediec 

To 

H.M. 

Inspector 

By 

H.M. 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(s.l) 

2 

, 

_ 

Overcrowding  (s.2)  - 

__ 

— 

— 

- — 

■ — 

Unreasonable  tem- 

perature  (s.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventila- 

tion  (s.4) 

— 

—  - 

- - - 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (s.6) 

- - - 

• 

— 

- - 

— 

Sanitary  Convenienc¬ 
es  (s.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

- 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

58 

16 

— 

4 

- — 

(c)  not  separate  for 

sexes 

'■ 

1 

Other  offences  against 
the  Acts  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

i 

TOTALS  - 

62 

18 

— 

4 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Premises  baited  in  1956 


Type 

Local  Authority 

. 

. 

Number 

53 

Business 

- 

- 

60 

Dwelling-house 

- 

- 

-  270 

Agricultural 

- 

- 

1 

Sewer  Manholes 

- 

- 

-  824 

Baiting 

Non-poisonous  baits  laid 

- 

- 

-  1059 

Poisonous  baits  laid 

... 

- 

-  3001 

Poisonous  baits  taken 

. 

_ 

-  1791 

PERCENTAGE  OF 

SEWER  MANHOLES 

SHOWING  EVIDENCE  OF 

RAT  INFESTATION 
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TREATMENTS 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936  and  HOUSING  ACTS 

1936—1954 


NUISANCES  ABATED  and  HOUSING  DEFECTS  REMEDIED 

Defective  ceilings  -  -  -  35 

Defective  walls  -  -  -  -  168 

Damp  walls  -  -  -  -  66 

Dirty  rooms  -  -  -  -  36 

Defective  floors  -  -  -  28 

Defective  firegrates  -  -  -  10 

Defective  windows  -  -  -  -  46 

Defective  doors  -  -  -  -  19 

Defective  stairs  -  -  -  3 

Defective  coppers  -  -  -  -  — 

Defective  sinks  2 

New  sinks  provided  -  -  -  18 

Water  services  provided  or  repaired  -  -  11 

Defective  chimneys  -  -  -  17 

Defective  roofs  -  -  -  54 

Defective  eavesgutters  and/or  rainwater  pipes  -  38 

Defective  yard  paving  3 

Defective  forecourt  paving  -  -  -  — 

Defective  water  closets  ....  2 

New  pedestal  pans  fixed  -  -  -  135 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  repaired  -  -  12 

New  flushing  cisterns  fixed  -  -  -  30 

Additional  water  closets  provided  -  -  56 

Choked  drains  -  -  -  -  109 

Drains,  new,  repaired  or  relaid  -  -  -  225 

Defective  traps  -----  1 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  or  provided  -  -  141 

Gullies  repaired  or  provided  -  -  119 

Drains  tested  -  558 

New  baths  fixed  -  -  -  -  126 

New  lavatory  basins  provided  -  -  123 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  -  -  -  16 

Offensive  animals  1 

Overcrowding  abated  6 

Food  Stores  provided  or  ventilated  -  *  -  1 

Rent  Books  made  to  comply  with  the  Housing  Act  3 

Miscellaneous  -  -  -  -  158 


TOTAL  2376 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  and 
HOUSING  ACTS,  1936—1954 

Houses  inspected  - 

Houses  found  to  be  defective 

Houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  action  - 

Houses  rendered  fit  by  formal  action 

Informal  notices  served  - 

Informal  notices  complied  with  - 

Statutory  Notices,  Public  Health  Act — 

Served  - 

Complied  with  by  Owners 

Complied  with  by  Corporation  in  default  of 
owners  - 

Statutory  Notices,  Housing  Acts — 

Served  - 

Complied  with  by  Owners 

Complied  with  by  Corporation  in  default  of 
owners  .... 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  section  58 

Overcrowding 

Houses  overcrowded  at  end  of  1955 

Number  of  persons  affected 

New  cases  of  overcrowding  found  in  1956 

Number  of  persons  affected 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during  1956 

Number  of  persons  affected 

Cases  of  overcrowding  not  abated  at  end  of  1956  - 

Number  of  persons  affected 


44 


DISINFESTATION  OF  VERMINOUS  PROPERTY 


Council  owned,  rooms  disinfested 

- 

-  101 

Other  property,  rooms  disinfested 

- 

-  172 

Lots  of  bedding  disinfested 

- 

65 

Lots  of  bedding  destroyed  - 

- 

13 

DISINFECTION  AFTER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Rooms  disinfected  -  -  -  80 

Articles  disinfected  ....  13099 

Library  Books  disinfected  -  -  -  220 

Bedding  from  Hospitals  disinfected  -  -  39 

Bedding  from  Private  premises  disinfected  -  -  45 

Bedding  destroyed  7 


FREE  DISINFECTANTS  ISSUED 
Fluid  —  143  pints 

SWINDON  CORPORATION  ACT,  1951 

Registered  Hairdressers  and  Barbers  -  -  93 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Matters  requiring  attention  -  7  found  1  remedied 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT, 

1951 

Premises  licensed  to  store  Rag  Flock  -  -  4 

Premises  registered  ....  7 
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BOROUGH  OF  SWINDON 


* 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 
as  at  31st  December,  1956 


HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR 
(Alderman  N.  V.  TOZE) 


Chairman:  Alderman  C.  S.  MACPHERSON 

Vice-Chairman:  Councillor  L.  J.  NEWMAN 


MEMBERS 


Alderman  A.W.J.  DYMOND 
„  T.  G.  GAY 

„  H.  G.  LEWIS 

Councillor  A.  M.  BENNETT 
„  F.  E.  BISHOP 

,  G.  BOND 

„  H.  BOND 

„  A.  J.  BOWN 

„  R.  G.  CRIPPS 

„  H.  DIMENT 

WILTSHIRE 

Dr.  O.  D.  GILMORE 

Mr.  F. 


Councillor  P.  J.  FURKINS 
„  H.  W.  GARDNER 

„  R.  S.  J.  HONEY 

„  D.  JONES 

„  H.  THORPE 

Mrs.  J.  FRANCIS 
Mr.  F.  W.  HAWKSWORTH 
Mr.  J.  MAY 

Miss  F.  H.  SHALLCROFT 


COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Wing  Commander 

H.  A.  LANGTON 
M.  TAYLOR 


BOROUGH  EDUCATION  OFFICER 

Mr.  G.  JELLICOE,  M.A.  (Oxon.) 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF 
SWINDON. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  for 
1956  on  the  work  of  the  School  Health  Service  in  Swindon. 

Under  the  Borough  Expansion  Scheme  the  school  population 
is  rapidly  increasing,  and  during  the  year  there  were  an  additional 
1244  registered  pupils  as  compared  with  1955. 

This  increasing  school  population  has  placed  a  severe  strain  on 
the  School  Medical  Staff  and  the  introduction  of  the  B.C.G. 
vaccination  scheme  last  year  and  poliomyelitis  vaccination  this 
year  will  necessitate  an  increase  in  the  establishment  of  School 
Medical  Officers  in  1957. 

On  the  whole,  the  health  of  the  school  children  remained  good 
but  their  dental  state  continues  to  give  rise  to  grave  concern. 
Although  during  the  year  we  had  more  dental  officers’  time  than 
for  some  years  past,  only  a  small  number  of  children  had  routine 
dental  inspections  and  the  waiting  list  for  treatment  continued  to 
grow  rapidly.  With  shortage  of  dental  staff  the  bulk  of  their  work 
has  to  be  devoted  to  pain  relieving  measures,  and  conservative 
treatment  has  to  take  second  place,  and  teeth  which  could  be  saved 
will  have  to  be  removed.  This  situation  is  aggravated  by  the  fact 
that  many  parents  report  they  are  unable  to  obtain  treatment  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  from  the  local  dental  practitioners, 
who  all  appear  to  have  long  waiting  lists  for  treatment,  and  many 
of  the  children  coming  into  the  town  under  the  expansion  scheme 
have  very  bad  dentition.  Unless  more  dental  treatment  can  be  made 
available  the  dental  state  of  many  of  our  children  will  deteriorate 
beyond  repair. 

.  Of  the  defects  found  at  periodic  examinations,  it  will  be  noted 
that  during  the  year  there  was  a  considerable  fall  in  the  number  of 
children  with  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  defects,  and  fewer  necessitated 
removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids. 

The  number  of  children  with  postural  and  other  defects  requir¬ 
ing  remedial  exercises  remains  high.  The  result  of  an  investigation 
into  the  value  of  these  exercises  is  incorporated  in  this  report. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  URQUHART, 

Principal  Borough  School  Medical  Officer. 

Civic  Offices, 

Swindon. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


A  summary  of  the  principal  statistics  for  the  year  1956  with 
comparable  figures  for  1955  is  given  below: — 


Number  of  primary  and  secondary  school  children 
on  register  (at  18th  January,  1957) 

Number  of  children  examined  at  routine  medical 
inspection 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  for  diseases 
and  defects  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  dental  inspections 

Number  referred  for  dental  treatment 

Number  of  children  examined  for  part-time 
employment 


1955 

1956 

12,331 

13,575 

3,519 

3,084 

1,121 

852 

2,098 

4,024 

1,985 

3,866 

143 

69 

SCHOOL  POPULATION 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Borough  of  Swindon  at  mid¬ 
year  1956,  was  74,040.  There  was  at  the  end  of  1956  a  total  of 
13,575  children  on  the  registers  of  the  primary  and  secondary 
schools  of  Swindon  (including  the  Central  School).  This  is  an 
increase  of  1,244  over  the  school  population  at  the  end  of  1955 
and  1,982  over  1954. 
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STAFF 

The  following  changes  in  staff  took  place  during  the  year: 


1.  MEDICAL 

Dr.  R.  S.  Male 
Dr.  D.  S.  Parken 
Dr.  E.  M.  Wallis 
Dr.  S.  B.  S.  Smith 

2.  DENTAL 

Mr.  A.  V.  Yates 
Mr.  J.  M.  Hanley 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Clark 

Mrs.  B.  Leonard 

3.  SCHOOL  NURSES 

Miss  A.  E.  Jones 

Mrs.  R.  A.  M.  E.  Williams 

Mrs.  D.  Yuill 

Miss  A.  H.  Webber 

Mrs.  M.  McCadden 

Miss  J.  Robson 


commenced 

16/1/56 

resigned 

16/1/56 

resigned 

30/9/56 

commenced 

1/10/56 

resigned 

30/6/56 

commenced 

6/2/56 

commenced — 

part  time 

3/9/56 

commenced 

10/12/56 

commenced 

1/12/56 

commenced 

6/2/56 

commenced 

4/6/56 

resigned 

8/2/56 

resigned 

10/2/56 

resigned 

7/8/56 
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MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

During  the  year,  periodic  medical  examinations  were  carried 
out  in  accordance  with  the  Handicapped  Pupils  and  School  Health 
Service  Regulations  1953. 

The  findings  at  medical  inspections  are  given  in  the  table  on 
page  50. 

All  periodic  medical  examinations  of  the  children  at  the  two 
Grammar  Schools  were  carried  out  during  the  summer  and  Christ¬ 
mas  holidays.  Parents  were  given  a  choice  of  dates  on  which  the 
inspection  could  be  done,  and  the  inspection  took  place  at  Eastcott 
Hill  Clinic.  In  this  way  it  was  possible  to  avoid  interference  with 
the  work  of  these  schools,  and  this  was  much  appreciated  by  both 
parents  and  teachers. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  primary  and  secondary 
school  children  examined  and  the  number  found  to  be  suffering  from 
disease  and  defects  (excluding  dental  caries  and  uncleanliness)  which 
required  some  form  of  treatment. 


Year 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

No.  of  children  examined 

3,084 

3,519 

3,054 

3,795 

2,526 

No.  of  children  found  to 
have  defects  - 

852 

1,121 

738 

855 

507 

Percentage  of  children 
examined  in  need  of 
treatment 

27.6 

31.8 

24.1 

22.5 

20.0 

Of  the  3,084  children  examined  at  routine  medical  inspections 
there  were  402  (13.3%)  defects  of  vision  and  308  (10%)  defects 
of  ear,  nose  and  throat. 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  children 
noted  as  requiring  treatment  as  compared  with  1955. 

There  was  a  noticeable  fall  in  the  number  of  children  with 
defects  of  the  nose  and  throat.  Tonsillectomy  is  now  only  under¬ 
taken  where  very  definite  indications  of  tonsillar  disease  are  to  be 
found  and  this  accounts  for  the  fall  in  the  number  of  children 
referred  for  treatment. 

The  number  of  minor  orthopaedic  defects  remains  high.  It 
is  now  possible  for  parents  to  be  offered  treatment  with  Remedial 
Exercises  for  these  defects,  and  the  doctors  record  and  refer  all 
such  cases,  which  previously  would  have  been  ignored  as  no  means 
of  treatment  was  available. 
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DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1956,  WITH  COMPARABLE 

FIGURES  FOR  1955 


Periodic  Inspections 

No.  of  defects 

Defect  or  Disease 

Requiring  treatment 

Requiring  to  be  kept 
under  observation  but 
not  requiring 
treatment 

1956 

1955 

1956 

1955 

Skin 

- 

45 

91 

107 

114 

Eyes  : — 

(a)  Vision 

- 

402 

422 

273 

147 

(b)  Squint 

- 

60 

28 

30 

26 

(c)  Other 

- 

8 

15 

11 

12 

Ears  : — 

(a)  Hearing 

- 

15 

10 

28 

32 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

- 

5 

9 

23 

39 

(c)  Other 

- 

4 

15 

4 

31 

Nose  or  Throat 

- 

52 

110 

177 

348 

Speech 

- 

21 

46 

36 

75 

Lymphatic  Glands 

- 

5 

15 

101 

206 

Heart  and  Circulation 

13 

20 

41 

98 

Lungs 

- 

32 

56 

77 

159 

Developmental  : — 

(a)  Hernia 

- 

8 

4 

8 

16 

(b)  Other 

- 

11 

8 

49 

49 

Orthopaedic  : — 

(a)  Posture 

- 

113 

114 

88 

191 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

- 

102 

59 

69 

127 

(c)  Other 

- 

48 

56 

130 

142 

Nervous  system  : — 

(a)  Epilepsy 

- 

3 

9 

14 

8 

(b)  Other 

- 

7 

2 

18 

28 

Psychological : — 

31 

(a)  Development 

- 

8 

3 

5 

(b)  Stability 

- 

3 

11 

47 

40 

Other 

• 

10 

18 

54 

71 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  PHYSICAL  CONDITION 

During  1956  the  general  condition  of  the  children  was  assessed 
as  “satisfactory'’  or  “unsatisfactory.”  In  previous  years  the  general 
condition  has  been  recorded  as  “A”  Good,  “B”  Fair,  or  “C”  Poor, 
so  that  no  direct  comparison  can  be  made. 

The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  children  (1.7)  is  roughly  the 
same  as  the  percentage  of  children  marked  “C”  in  1955  (1.8). 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  and  percentage  of  children 
placed  in  each  category  in  1956.  Over  the  year  the  impression  of  the 
doctors  was  that  there  was  no  real  change  in  the  general  condition  of 
the  children. 


Age  Group 

No.  of 
children 
inspected 

Satisfactory 

No.  % 

Unsatisfactory 

No.  % 

Entrants,  1956 

1,347 

1,316 

97.7 

31 

2.3 

Second 

Age  Group,  1956  - 

980 

965 

98.5 

15 

1.5 

Third 

Age  Group,  1956  - 

657 

657 

100 

— 

— 

Other  Periodic 
Inspections,  1956  - 

100 

94 

94 

6 

6 

TOTAL,  1956  - 

3,084 

3,032 

98.3 

52 

1.7 

CLEANLINESS 

During  1956  the  School  Nurses  carried  out  a  total  of  29,896 
inspections  for  uncleanliness,  and  a  total  of  181  individual  children 
were  reported  as  infested,  as  compared  with  254  in  1955. 
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MINOR  AILMENT  CLINICS 


Minor  Ailment  Clinics  are  held  at  the  following  places  and 
times: — 


EASTCOTT  HILL 

Monday  to  Saturday 
inclusive. 


Time 

9.0  a.m.  to 
10.30  a.m. 


M.O.  in  attendance 

Monday,  Friday  and 
Saturday. 


PINEHURST 

Monday  to  Friday  9.0  a.m.  to  Tuesday, 

inclusive.  10.30  a.m. 


In  all,  some  6,042  attendances  were  made  at  these  clinics  during 
the  year.  There  were  2,277  consultations  with  the  School  Medical 
Officers. 


OBSERVATION  CLINICS 

The  practice  of  holding  special  observation  clinics  was  con¬ 
tinued.  Children  who  are  found,  at  a  periodic  or  special  medical 
examinations  to  have  any  defect  which  requires  special  observation, 
are  seen  at  these  clinics. 

During  1956,  a  total  of  525  consultations  were  held  at 
observation  clinics. 


OTHER  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 

Special  medical  inspections  and  re-inspections  were  carried 
out  on  1,701  primary  and  secondary  school  children.  The  figure  for 
1955  and  1956  are  as  follows: — 

1955  1956 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  1589  1701 

Number  of  re-inspections  ...  ...  2290  1093 

An  analysis  of  the  1955  and  1956  figures  are  shown  in  the 
table  of  special  examinations  on  page  53. 
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DEFECTS  FOUND  AT  SPECIAL  EXAMINATIONS  IN  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1956,  WITH  COMPARABLE 

FIGURES  FOR  1955 


Special  Examinations 
No.  of  defects 

Defect  or  Disease 

Requiring  treatment 

Requiring  to  be  kept 
under  observation  but 
not  requiring 
treatment 

1956 

1955 

1956 

1955 

Skin 

367 

387 

201 

7 

Eyes  : — 

(a)  Vision 

126 

120 

35 

12 

(b)  Squint 

14 

1 

4 

— 

(c)  Other 

62 

65 

25 

— 

Ears  : — 

(a)  Hearing 

19 

10 

14 

— 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

10 

— 

3 

— 

(c)  Other 

23 

94 

10 

— 

Nose  or  Throat 

72 

134 

68 

13 

Speech  - 

22 

10 

17 

7 

Lymphatic  Glands  - 

4 

29 

— 

— 

Heart  and  Circulation 

12 

5 

14 

3 

Lungs  - 

37 

13 

37 

6 

Developmental : — 

(a)  Hernia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

(b)  Other 

12 

8 

13 

19 

Orthopaedic  : — 

(a)  Posture 

110 

15 

110 

10 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

72 

10 

72 

11 

(c)  Other 

91 

11 

91 

7 

Nervous  system  : — 

(a)  Epilepsy 

8 

1 

5 

1 

(b)  Other 

14 

4 

12 

8 

Psychological : — 

(a)  Development  - 

15 

3 

11 

— 

(b)  Stability 

15 

3 

22 

1 

Other  - 

114 

266 

43 

8 

/ 
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PLANTAR  WARTS 

The  special  treatment  clinics  established  in  1955  for  the 
treatment  of  plantar  warts  were  continued  through  1956,  and  a 
total  of  130  children  were  treated.  The  incidence  of  new  cases 
of  plantar  warts  decreased  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  there 
was  a  slight  increase  in  the  last  few  months  of  the  year,  and  close 
attention  is  being  given  to  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  these 
warts. 


CONSULTANT  CLINICS 

The  Consultant  clinics  in  Swindon  have  been  the  responsibility 
of  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  since  July,  1948.  Any  child  found 
on  examination  by  a  school  medical  officer  to  need  hospital  treatment 
or  a  consultant’s  opinion  is  referred  to  the  appropriate  clinic.  In 
every  case  the  family  doctor  is  notified  of  the  intention  to  refer 
children  to  these  clinics  and  is  given  the  opportunity  to  deal  with 
the  case  himself  if  he  so  desires. 

OPHTHALMIC  CLINIC 

The  only  consultant  clinic  held  on  local  authority  premises,  the 
Ophthalmic  Clinic  held  at  Eastcott  Hill,  was  transferred  in  April, 
1956,  to  the  Swindon  and  District  Hospital  Management  Com¬ 
mittee  premises  at  the  Ophthalmic  Department,  Community  House, 


in  Faringdon  Road. 

1955  1956 

Number  of  Clinics  held  ...  ...  104  103 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  1,663  1,436 

At  the  end  of  December,  1956  the  position  was  as  follows: — 
Number  of  cases  referred  and  not  seen  49 

Number  of  cases  already  seen  and  referred 
for  re-examination: — 

In  three  months  ...  ...  ...  81 

In  six  months  ...  ...  ...  178 

In  one  year  ...  ...  ...  49 


ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC 

Since  May,  1950,  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  has  been  run  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  at  the  G.W.R.  Hospital.  33  cases  were 
referred  to  the  clinic  during  1956  by  the  School  Medical  Service  as 
compared  with  25  in  1955.  As  this  department  no  longer  arranges 
the  appointments  at  this  clinic,  we  have  no  actual  knowledge  of  the 
total  number  of  Swindon  school  children  referred  there  from  all 
sources.  106  Swindon  school  children  were  treated  at  these  clinics 
during  the  year  and  the  attendances  were  185  at  Surgeons’  clinics 
and  49  at  Sisters’  clinics. 
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EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT  CLINICS 

92  children  were  referred  in  1956,  as  compared  with  131  in  1955. 
There  is  now  no  delay  in  obtaining  appointments  to  see  the  special¬ 
ists  and  where  operation  is  necessary,  this  is  carried  out  within  a  few 
weeks. 


PAEDIATRIC  CLINIC 

51  children  were  referred  to  this  clinic  by  School  Medical 
Officers  in  1956  as  compared  with  25  in  1955.  As  in  1955  the 
children  were  seen  with  little  delay,  and  full  reports  were  sent  to  the 
School  Medical  Officer  by  the  consultant.  The  consultant  also  sends 
us  a  report  on  any  school  child  referred  to  him  from  other  sources. 
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SPECIAL  CLINICS 

REMEDIAL  EXERCISES.  Number  of  children  receiving 
treatment: — 


Infant  School  Children 

68 

Junior  School  Children 

50 

Secondary  Modern  and  Secondary 

Grammar  School  Children 

143 

261 


Instruction  and  supervision  in  remedial  exercises  have  been 
given  to  all  children  who  have  been  referred  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  as  likely  to  derive  benefit  from  treatment. 

During  the  course  of  1956  an  investigation  was  made  into  the 
results  achieved  from  this  treatment.  The  condition  of  all  children 
referred  to  the  Remedial  Gymnast  during  the  year  commencing 
on  the  1st  April,  1955,  was  assessed  partly  on  the  parents’  state¬ 
ments,  and  partly  on  the  clinical  findings  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer.  A  total  of  296  children  fell  within  the  group  studied,  and 
of  these  258  (87%),  were  found  to  have  been  improved  by  the 
treatment,  and  38  (12%)  showed  no  improvement. 

Although  several  children  were  treated  for  more  than  one  defect 
most  fell  within  three  main  groups: — 


(1)  Sixty  boys  and  forty-eight  girls  were  treated  for  flat  foot 
and  valgoid  ankles.  These  were  given  foot  and  ankle 
strengthening  exercises  and  instructed  in  the  correct  method 
of  walking.  On  re-examination  95  (88%)  of  these  children 
were  thought  to  be  improved,  while  in  13  (12%)  cases  no 
change  was  noticed.  The  average  length  of  treatment  was 
9  months. 


(2)  Forty-nine  boys  and  seventy-four  girls  were  treated  for 
postural  defects.  These  were  given  shoulder  girdle 
exercises  and  instructed  in  the  correct  way  to  stand  and 
sit.  The  average  length  of  the  treatment  given  in  these 
cases  was  9  months. 

1 14  (93%)  of  these  children  were  thought  to  be  improved 
at  re-examination,  while  9  (7%)  showed  no  change. 
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(3)  Twenty-seven  boys  and  twenty  girls  suffering  from  asthma 
or  recurrent  bronchitis  were  treated.  These  were  given 
exercises  to  enable  them  to  breathe  properly  and  instruction 
in  correct  posture.  The  average  length  of  treatment  given  in 
these  cases  was  12  months.  35  (75%)  of  these  children  were 
found  to  be  improved  and  12  (25%)  showed  no  benefit. 

Twelve  boys  and  six  girls  were  treated  for  various  other 
defects  for  an  average  period  of  8  months,  and  fourteen 
showed  improvement  while  four  did  not  appear  to  benefit. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  findings: — 


Defects 

Boysj 

Girls 

Treated  for 

Improved 

No  change 

148 

148 

258  (87%) 

38(13%) 

Food  Defects 

60 

48 

9  months 

95  (88%) 

13(12%) 

Postural  Defects 

49 

74 

9  months 

114(93%) 

9  (  7%) 

Chest  Defects 

27 

20 

12  months 

35  (75%) 

12(25%) 

Other  Defects 

12 

6 

8  months 

14(77%) 

4(23%) 

It  is  felt  that  these  figures  show  the  great  value  of  the  Remedial 
Gymnast’s  services,  and  many  parents  have  expressed  their 
appreciation. 

The  defects  are  usually  of  a  minor  degree  and  the  aim  of  the 
treatment  is  to  restore  normal  function,  and  to  strengthen  the  muscles 
concerned. 

The  sessions  are  held  weekly  in  the  schools  attended  by  the 
children  and  the  programmes  arranged  so  that  it  does  not  interfere 
unduly  with  the  child’s  education. 

The  various  schemes  of  exercises  are  short,  as  attractive  as 
possible,  and  designed  specifically  for  each  complaint.  They  are 
of  the  type  which  can  be  carried  out  in  a  limited  space  without 
elaborate  equipment.  Children  are  encouraged  to  do  the  exercises 
at  home,  and  parents  advised  on  their  value. 
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CHILD  GUIDANCE  SERVICE— SWINDON  CLINIC— 1956 

Mr.  H.  R.  Melrose  the  Educational  Psychologist  reports  as 
follows: — 

Regular  sessions  of  the  Child  Guidance  Service  have  been  held, 
as  in  previous  years,  at  81  Bath  Road,  Swindon,  on  Thursdays  in 
each  week. 

The  members  of  the  Child  Guidance  team  have  been: — 


Dr.  K.  C.  P.  Smith 
Mr.  H.  R.  Melrose 
Mrs.  N.  P.  Varga 
Mrs.  M.  Hardaker 
(resigned  22-11-56) 
Miss  Y.  Wright 


Consultant  Psychiatrist 
Educational  Psychologist 
Psychiatric  Social  Worker 
Clerical  Assistant 


Clerical  Assistant 


(commenced  29-11-56) 

Children  have  also  attended  the  Centre,  as  in  previous  years, 
from  the  county  areas  of  Highworth,  Stratton,  Wootton  Bassett, 
Marlborough,  Caine  and  Malmesbury,  but  no  reference  is  made 
to  them  in  this  report. 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  REFERRED 

The  Principal  Borough  School  Medical  Officer  referred,  in 
1956,  40  new  children  to  the  Centre.  The  Psychiatric  Social  Worker 
visited  their  homes,  and  they  were  then  seen  by  the  Consultant 
Psychiatrist  and  Psychologist  at  the  Centre,  together  with  their 
parents,  usually  their  mothers.  During  the  absence  on  sick-leave 
of  the  Psychiatric  Social  Worker  information  about  these  homes 
was  obtained  from  the  Health  Visitors. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  49  children  who  cases  were  carried 
forward  from  1955  were  also  seen  again  by  the  Psychiatrist  or 
Psychologist. 

During  1956  the  Psychiatrist  carried  out  185  therapeutic  inter¬ 
views  with  children  and  their  parents  and  the  Psychologist  under¬ 
took  78  interviews  for  the  assessment  of  intelligence  and  educational 
attainments,  with  subsequent  remedial  sessions. 

The  Psychiatric  Social  Worker  in  addition  to  visiting  the  homes 
for  initial  and  follow-up  purposes,  supervised  65  play  observation 
sessions. 
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Of  the  40  new  cases  referred,  6  were  single  consultations 
only,  8  were  discharged  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  improved,  and 
26  will  be  carried  forward  to  1957.  There  were  49  brought  forward 
from  previous  years  and  of  these  29  were  discharged  as  improved, 
leaving  20  to  be  carried  forward  to  1957. 


Children’s  Problems 


The  problems  for  which  the  40  children  were  referred  are 
summarised  under  the  following  headings  with  the  comparable 
figures  for  1955: — 

1956  1955 


1.  Nervous  disorders 

2.  Habit  disorders 

and  physical  symptoms  ... 

3.  Behaviour  disorders 

4.  Educational  and 
Vocational  difficulties 


3  4 

8  8 

19  22 

10  4 


40  38 


Ages  of  Children 

The  distribution  of  the  ages  of  the  40  children  referred  is 
as  follows: — 


AGES 

2  years  3 
&  under 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11  12 

13 

14 

15 

16  & 
over 

Total  Year 

2  3 

1 

4 

2 

1 

7 

5 

2 

6  3 

1 

3 

0 

0 

40  1956 

1  0 

1 

2 

4 

4 

5 

4 

2 

6  1 

5 

3 

0 

0 

38  1955 

Intelligence  of  Children 

The  distribution  of  intelligence  of  the  40  children  referred  is: — 


I.Q. 

Below  Average 

Average 

Above  Average 

♦ 

54  & 
below 

55-70 

71-85 

86- 

100 

101- 

115 

1  lb- 
130 

131- 

145 

145  & 
over 

Total 

Year 

Children 

0 

3 

7 

18 

10 

1 

1 

0 

40 

1956 

99 

0 

3 

4 

15 

13 

2 

1 

0 

38 

1955 

Percentage 

0 

7  i. 

171 

45 

25 

9-i 

^2 

2j 

0 

100 

1956 

99 

0 

8 

10 

40 

34 

5 

3 

0 

100 

1955 

60 


Below  Average 

Average 

Above  Average 

1956 

25% 

70% 

5% 

1955 

18% 

74% 

8% 

1954 

30% 

64% 

6% 

The  figures  for  both  1954  and  1955  have  been  included,  in 
order  to  show  a  closer  parallel  between  those  of  this  year  and  1954. 
The  majority  of  the  children  referred  in  the  lowest  intelligence 
group  were  largely  educational  problems  (10  specifically  referred 
in  1956  as  compared  with  4  in  1955),  in  need  of  special  educational 
treatment  as  educationally  sub-normal  pupils,  provision  for  which 
has  been  increased  by  the  expansion  of  the  Central  Primary  School. 

The  thanks  of  the  Child  Guidance  team  are  again  due  to  Dr. 
J.  Urquhart,  his  staff  and  to  all  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  Borough 
for  their  full  and  helpful  reports  on  the  children  seen. 


SPEECH  THERAPY 


This  has  been  an  active  year  for  the  Speech  Therapy  Service, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  increased  number  of  attendances. 


The  appointment  of  Mrs.  McMaster,  who  took  up  part-time 
duties  after  the  summer  holidays,  brought  about  a  very  rapid  and 
substantial  reduction  in  the  waiting  list,  to  such  an  extent  that 
Miss  Montgomery  was  able  to  give  up  one  of  the  sessions  previously 
spent  in  Swindon,  and  devote  this  time  to  other  parts  of  the  county. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  therefore,  sessions  were  worked 
as  follows: — 


Monday  (all  day) 
Tuesday  morning 
Wednesday  (all  day) 
Thursday  afternoon 
Friday  morning 


Miss  Montgomery 
Mrs.  McMaster 
Mrs.  McMaster 
Miss  Montgomery 
Mrs.  McMaster 


As  far  as  possible  new  cases  from  the  Borough  of  Swindon 
were  taken  on  by  Mrs.  McMaster,  while  Miss  Montgomery  con¬ 
centrated  on  County  children  from  the  surrounding  districts.  Many 
of  the  older  cases  from  the  Borough  were  transferred  to  Mrs. 
McMaster,  but  in  other  cases  where  a  change  of  therapist  was 
considered  undesirable  they  have  continued  to  attend  Miss 
Montgomery’s  clinics. 

Treatment,  as  in  other  years,  has  been  either  individual,  or  in 
groups  of  up  to  8  children,  depending  on  the  needs  of  each  child. 
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Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Number  of  children  seen 

87 

18 

105 

Number  of  attendances 

865 

187 

1052 

Number  of  children  discharged 

31 

6 

37 

School  visits 

13 

County  children  seen  and/or 
treated  at  Swindon  during 
the  year 

41 

In  August  the  clinic  was  transferred  from  Eastcott  Hill  to  the 
Health  Centre  where  a  large  room  and  a  waiting  room  were  available 
for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Speech  Therapists.  This  has  proved 
to  be  a  great  improvement  on  the  previous  accommodation  which 
was  very  cramped,  particularly  for  group  work,  relaxing,  rhythmic 
games,  etc. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  are  now  7  Speech  Therapy  Sessions 
being  held  each  week,  the  number  of  referrals  continue  to  rise  as 
the  new  housing  estates  are  completed,  and  there  appears  to  be  a 
little  doubt  that  there  is  sufficient  scope  for  a  full  time  Speech 
Therapist  working  in  this  area,  especially  if  adequate  contact  is  to  be 
maintained  with  the  school  teachers.  School  visiting  is  undoubtedly 
of  great  value,  and  unfortunately  under  the  present  circumstances 
this  has  been  very  difficult  to  arrange. 
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HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 


1.  Blind  Pupils  (that  is  to  say,  pupils  who  have  no  sight  or  whose 
sight  is,  or  is  likely  to  become,  so  defective  that  they  require 
education  by  methods  not  involving  the  use  of  sight). 

One  Swindon  blind  girl  aged  17  years  has  been  attending  the 
Royal  School  of  Industry  for  the  Blind,  Westbury-on- 
Trym,  since  May,  1945. 

One  child  aged  5  years  has  been  attending  The  Sunshine 
Homes  for  the  Blind  since  February,  1955. 

2.  Partially  Sighted  Pupils  (that  is  to  say,  pupils  who  by  reason  of 
defective  vision  cannot  follow  the  normal  regime  of  ordinary  schools 
without  detriment  to  their  sight  or  to  their  educational  development, 
but  can  be  educated  by  special  methods  involving  the  use  of  sight). 

Two  boys  aged  13  years  have  been  attending  the  West  of 
England  School  for  partially  sighted  pupils  since 
September,  1952. 

One  boy  aged  10  years  has  been  at  the  same  place  since 
January,  1953. 

One  boy  aged  8  years  has  been  at  the  same  place  since 
September,  1953. 

One  boy  aged  9  years  was  admitted  to  the  same  place  in 
February,  1956. 

One  boy  aged  11  years  is  still  awaiting  admission  to  a  Special 
School  for  the  partially  sighted. 

3.  Deaf  Pupils  (that  is  to  say,  pupils  who  have  no  hearing  or  whose 
hearing  is  so  defective  that  they  require  education  by  methods  used 
for  deaf  pupils  without  naturally  acquiring  speech  or  language). 

One  boy  aged  10  years  has  been  attending  St.  Thomas’  School, 
Basingstoke,  since  January,  1954. 

(Previously  at  Donnington  Lodge.) 

One  boy  aged  8  years  has  been  at  Donnington  Lodge 
Nursery  School  since  May,  1953. 

One  girl  aged  15  years  has  been  attending  The  Royal  Institute 
for  the  Deaf,  Derby  since  April,  1947. 

One  girl  aged  14  years  has  been  at  the  same  place  since 
September,  1950. 

One  girl  aged  10  years  has  been  at  the  same  place  since 
September,  1953. 

One  girl  aged  6  years  was  admitted  to  the  same  place  in  January, 
1956. 

One  girl  aged  13  years  was  admitted  to  the  Royal  School  for 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  Margate  in  June,  1956. 

(Previously  at  Nutfield  Priory  Boarding  School.) 

One  boy  aged  5  years  (Transfer  In)  is  attending  Donnington 
Lodge  School  for  the  Deaf  at  Newbury. 
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4.  Partially  Deaf  Pupils  (that  is  to  say,  pupils  who  have  some 
naturally  acquired  speech  and  language  but  whose  hearing  is  so 
defective  that  they  require  for  their  education  special  arrangements 
or  facilities  though  not  necessarily  all  the  educational  methods 
used  for  deaf  pupils). 

10  Swindon  children  are  known  to  have  been  provided  with 
Hearing  Aids. 

No  partially  deaf  children  have  been  ascertained  as  requiring 
special  educational  treatment. 

5.  Educationally  Sub-normal  Pupils  (that  is  to  say,  pupils  who,  by 
reason  of  limited  ability  or  other  conditions  resulting  in  educational 
retardation,  require  some  specialised  form  of  education  wholly  or 
partly  in  substitution  for  the  education  normally  given  in  ordinary 
schools). 

During  1956,  31  new  cases  were  examined  and  were  grouped 
as  follows:— 

13  were  recommended  for  education  in  a  Special  Day  School 
for  Educationally  Sub-normal  pupils. 

8  were  recommended  for  special  educational  treatment  in  an 
ordinary  school. 

6  were  recommended  for  a  school  or  hostel  for  maladjusted 
pupils. 

2  were  reported  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  as  ineducable. 

2  were  found  to  be  capable  of  receiving  education  in  their 
normal  stream. 

19  children  already  classified  as  educationally  sub-normal  were 
re-examined  during  the  year  and  the  following  recommendations 
were  made:— 

1  was  recommended  for  education  at  a  Special  Day  School  for 
Educationally  Sub-normal  Pupils. 

4  to  continue  to  receive  special  educational  treatment  in  an 
ordinary  school. 

1  was  recommended  for  admission  to  a  Residential  School  for 
Educationally  Sub-normal  Pupils. 

4  to  continue  to  receive  education  at  a  Special  Day  School  for 
Educationally  Sub-normal  Pupils. 

1  was  reported  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  as  ineducable. 

2  were  notified  under  Section  57(5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 

3  were  placed  under  friendly  supervision  after  leaving  school. 

1  was  no  longer  classified  as  Educationally  Sub-normal. 

2  were  referred  for  Child  Guidance  Treatment. 

At  the  end  of  1956,  children  assessed  as  educationally  sub¬ 
normal  were  receiving  special  education  as  follows: — 

Special  Day  School  ...  ...  87 

Special  Residential  School  ...  2 

Ordinary  Schools  ...  ...  47 
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6.  Epileptic  Pupils  (that  is  to  say,  pupils  who  by  reason  of  epilepsy 
cannot  be  educated  under  the  normal  regime  of  ordinary  schools 
without  detriment  to  themselves  or  other  pupils). 

One  boy  aged  9  years  has  been  at  Lingfield  Epileptic  Colony 
since  April,  1955. 

One  boy  aged  12  years  was  admitted  to  Lingfield  Epileptic 
Colony  in  August,  1956. 


7.  Maladjusted  Pupils  (that  is  to  say,  pupils  who  show  evidence 
of  emotional  instability  or  psychological  disturbance,  and  require 
special  educational  treatment  in  order  to  effect  their  personal,  social 
or  educational  re-adjustment). 

One  boy  aged  18  years,  has  been  at  Finchden  Manor,  Tenterdon, 
Kent,  since  April,  1953. 

One  boy  aged  13  years,  has  been  at  Cam  House,  Dursley, 
Gloucester  since  November,  1955. 

One  boy  aged  9  years,  has  been  at  The  Mount  Special  School, 
Chepstow,  since  October,  1955. 

One  boy  aged  14  years,  was  admitted  to  Southfields  Hostel, 
Ilminster  in  February,  1956. 

One  boy  aged  11  years,  was  admitted  to  Bylands  School, 
Basingstoke  in  September,  1956. 

One  boy  aged  12  years,  was  admitted  to  Southfields  Hostel, 
Ilminster  in  September,  1956. 

Six  children  were  assessed  as  maladjusted  during  1956,  three 
of  whom  are  still  awaiting  places  in  a  school  or  hostel 
for  maladjusted  pupils.  Places  at  schools  or  hostels  for 
three  children  were  allocated  during  the  year  but  the 
parents  refused  to  consent  to  the  children  leaving  home. 


8.  Physically  Handicapped  Pupils  (that  is  to  say,  pupils  not  suffering 
solely  from  a  defect  of  sight  or  hearing  who  by  reason  of  disease  or 
crippling  defect  cannot,  without  detriment  to  their  health  or  educa¬ 
tional  development,  be  satisfactorily  educated  under  the  normal 
regime  of  ordinary  schools). 

One  girl  aged  16  has  been  at  Dame  Hannah  Roger  School 
for  Physically  Handicapped  since  January,  1950. 

One  girl  aged  9  years  was  admitted  to  Burton  Hill  House 
School,  Malmesbury  in  April,  1956. 

One  boy  aged  1 1  years  has  been  at  the  Heritage  Craft  School, 
Chorley  since  January,  1954. 

One  boy  aged  7  years  has  been  at  the  John  Capel  Hanbury 
Hospital  School  since  January,  1954. 

Four  children  were  attending  at  the  Swindon  Spastic  Unit. 

Two  children  were  receiving  Home  Tuition  at  the  end  of  1956. 
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9.  Pupils  suffering  from  Speech  Defect  (that  is  to  say,  pupils  who 
on  account  of  defect  or  lack  of  speech  not  due  to  deafness  require 
special  educational  treatment). 

No  children  have  been  ascertained  as  handicapped  on  account 
of  speech  defect. 


10.  Delicate  Pupils  (that  is  to  say,  pupils  not  falling  under  any 
other  category  in  this  Regulation,  who  by  reason  of  impaired 
physical  condition  need  a  change  of  environment  or  cannot,  without 
risk  to  their  health  or  educational  development,  be  educated  under 
the  normal  regime  or  ordinary  schools). 

One  boy  aged  13  years  was  admitted  to  Park  Place  School, 
Henley  on  Thames  in  September,  1956. 
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SPASTIC  PARALYSIS 

The  Spastic  Unit  continued  to  function  in  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board’s  premises  at  the  Physiotherapy  Department,  Community 
House,  Faringdon  Road.  At  the  end  of  1956  there  were  7  pupils 
on  the  roll,  4  being  Swindon  children,  and  3  from  the  surrounding 
areas.  These  children  mostly  attended  for  the  whole  day,  5  days 
a  week. 

The  Ministry  has  still  not  granted  recognition  of  this  unit 
as  a  special  school  or  class  so  that  the  children  attending  cannot 
obtain  school  meals  at  reduced  prices,  or  school  milk,  which  are  at 
present  being  subsidised  by  the  Swindon  and  District  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 

The  services  of  the  consultant  in  Physical  Medicine,  Dr.  J.  B. 
Stewart,  and  his  staff  are  available  to  the  children  attending  the 
Unit.  The  Speech  Therapist  for  the  Swindon  and  District  Hospitals 
attends  daily  to  give  treatment  to  the  children. 

The  parents  of  the  children  attend  voluntarily  in  rotation  to 
help  in  the  general  management  of  the  children. 


PHYSICAL  WELFARE  OF  CHILDREN 
Milk  in  Schools  Scheme 

The  results  of  a  survey  taken  on  one  day  in  October,  1956,  are 
as  follows: — 

(Figures  in  brackets  represent  a  similar  survey,  taken  on  one  day 
in  October,  1955.) 

Total  number  primary  children  taking  milk,  7072,  representing 
89.2%  of  children  attending  school  at  the  time  (6,502 
representing  89.32%). 

Total  number  secondary  children  taking  milk,  3,592,  represent¬ 
ing  76%  of  children  attending  school  at  the  time  (3,159 
representing  73.2%). 

Total  number  Central  Primary  children  taking  milk,  57, 
representing  93.4%  of  children  attending  school  at  the 
time  (60  representing  93.75%). 

Number  of  school  departments  supplied  is  40. 

All  milk  supplies  to  schools  is  pasteurised  and  samples  are 
examined  at  regular  intervals,  and  any  complaints  regard¬ 
ing  it  are  reported  to  the  Principal  Borough  School  Medical 
Officer. 
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MEALS  IN  SCHOOLS 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Education  Officer  for  the 
following  details  of  the  numbers  of  school  children  having  school 
meals: — 

1955  1956 

Number  of  school  canteens  ...  ...  30  31 

Number  of  school  children  taking  meals  ...  2518  3005 

Number  of  children  taking  free  meals  ...  123  165 

SCHOOL  DENTAL  SERVICES 

Mr.  J.  Hanley  was  appointed  full  time  dental  surgeon  on 
6-2-56,  and  for  a  short  time  there  were  two  full  time  and  one 
part  time  dental  surgeons  on  the  staff.  Unfortunately  Mr.  Yates 
resigned  on  30-6-56.  Mrs.  E.  M.  Clark  was  appointed  on  a  part 
time  basis  as  from  3-9-56  and  Mr.  Randerson  continued  in  his  part 
time  capacity  throughout  the  year. 

Two  evening  sessions  weekly  were  held  by  Mr.  Hanley  and 
they  were  well  attended. 

The  greater  part  of  the  time  of  the  dental  surgeons  is  taken  up 
with  emergency  work  and  with  the  present  shortage  of  staff  very 
few  periodic  inspections  can  be  done. 
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DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 
CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 

Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental 
Officers: — 

(a)  At  Periodic  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  813 

(b)  At  Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  3211 


Total— 4024 


Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  3866 

Number  offered  treatment  ...  ...  ...  3866 

Number  actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  3014 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  6023 

Half  days  devoted  to:  Periodic  (School)  Inspection  ...  3 

Treatment  ...  ...  875 


878 


Fillings: 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  2215 

Temporary  Teeth  . . .  230 


Total— 2445 


Number  of  teeth  filled: 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  2090 

T emporary  T eeth  ...  216 


Total — 2306 


Extractions: 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  1308 

T emporary  Teeth  ...  3415 

Total— 4723 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extraction  ...  ...  ...  ...  1909 

Other  operations: 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  951 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  68 


Total— 1019 
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PROTECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  AGAINST 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  vaccination  of  children  of  the  13-14  age  group  against 
Tuberculosis  using  B.C.G.  vaccine  was  carried  out  in  1956. 

The  parents  of  all  children  of  this  age  group  were  circularised 
and  the  nature  and  the  advantages  of  B.C.G.  Vaccination  were 
explained  m  a  leaflet.  All  schools  were  visited  and  through  the 
co-operation  of  the  Head  Teachers  it  was  possible  for  a  doctor 
to  give  a  short  talk  on  the  subject  of  “Tuberculosis  and  its 
prevention”  to  the  children  concerned. 

Permission  was  obtained  for  vaccination  from  the  parents  of 
540  children.  As  a  result  of  Tuberculin  Testing  it  was  found  that 
125  had  already  some  protection  against  tuberculosis  and  vaccina¬ 
tion  was  not  therefore  necessary.  412  children  were  vaccinated 
with  B.C.G. 

All  these  children  were  followed  up  six  weeks  later  and  a  further 
test  showed  that  they  were  now  protected  against  Tuberculosis. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ENTRANTS  TO  COURSE  OF 
TRAINING  FOR  TEACHING  AND  TO  THE  TEACHING 

PROFESSION 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Education  Circular  249,  candi¬ 
dates  applying  for  admission  to  training  college  are  examined  by 
the  School  Medical  Officers  of  the  areas  where  they  live. 

During  1956,  37  examinations  of  such  candidates  were  carried 
out  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  in  Swindon. 


THE  CHILDREN  ACT,  1948 

Boarded-out  children  attending  school  in  the  Borough  are 
examined  annually  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  as  required 
by  the  Act. 

During  1 956, 21  such  examinations  were  made. 


SCHOOL  PREMISES 

School  premises,  including  school  meal  kitchens,  are  inspected 
by  the  Medical  Officers  at  the  conclusion  of  routine  medical 
inspections.  Any  defects  noted  are  reported  to  the  Education 
Committee, 
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FOOD  POISONING  AND  DYSENTERY 


Dysentery 

During  the  first  three  months  of  1956,  nearly  70  cases  of 
dysentery  were  notified  from  the  Moredon  area,  many  of  them  in 
school  children. 

The  actual  number  of  cases  was  undoubtedly  far  higher  than 
this  as  many  mild  cases  were  not  thought  by  their  parents  to  be  ill 
enough  to  require  medical  attention. 

Each  case  was  thoroughly  investigated  and  although  the  original 
source  of  the  infection  was  not  traced  it  was  obvious  that  the 
disease  was  being  spread  in  schools  through  defective  personal 
hygiene. 

In  the  particular  schools  in  which  infection  was  rife,  attention 
was  again  drawn  to  the  potential  danger  of  roller  towels  and  when 
these  were  replaced  by  paper  towels  the  infection  subsided. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  control  of  infections  such  as 
dysentery  in  schools  depends  on  the  personal  hygiene  of  the  pupils, 
but  it  is  quite  futile  to  expect  to  achieve  any  reasonable  standard 
until  all  schools  have  their  toilets  and  hand  washing  facilities 
immediately  adjacent,  and  the  use  of  communal  or  roller  towels 
is  forbidden. 

Food  Poisoning 

In  April,  1956,  there  was  an  explosive  outbreak  of  food 
poisoning  at  the  Commonweal  Grammar  School.  The  illness  was  of 
a  mild  nature  and  short  lived.  Some  122  children  were  affected. 

Analysis  of  all  the  foodstuffs  served  failed  to  show  any  con¬ 
tamination  and  no  source  of  infection  could  be  found  in  any  of  the 
food  handlers  or  in  the  kitchen.  No  infecting  agent  was  isolated 
from  any  of  the  samples  taken  from  those  affected,  and  the  outbreak 
was  typical  of  one  caused  by  a  pre-formed  toxin,  but  the  source  of 
this  toxin  was  not  discovered. 


71 


REPORT  OF  THE  AREA  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  report  of  the  Area  Medical 
Officer  for  the  year  1956. 

This  report  deals  with  the  services  provided  under  Part  III 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946,  which  have  been  delegated 
to  the  Swindon  Area  Sub-Committee.  During  the  year  the  expansion 
of  Swindon  under  the  Town  Development  Act  1952,  continued  apace 
and  some  100  new  council  houses  per  month  were  completed  and 
occupied.  At  Penhill  the  building  of  the  estate  is  almost  completed 
and  at  the  31st  December,  1956,  1,983  houses  were  occupied. 

In  the  Walcot  area  building  progressed  rapidly  and  during 
the  year  1,159  houses  were  completed  and  at  31st  December,  1956, 
1,261  houses  were  occupied  of  which  833  housed  overspill  families. 

It  will  be  readily  appreciated  therefore,  that  the  rapid  increase 
in  population  has  brought  with  it  many  problems  for  the  Health 
Department  and  has  necessitated  increased  provision  for  Part  III 
Services. 

During  the  year  the  lack  of  suitable  and  adequate  clinic 
premises  in  both  Penhill  and  Walcot  estates  gave  particular  concern. 
At  Penhill  the  old  farmhouse  in  which  clinics  are  temporarily 
accommodated  continued  to  be  unsatisfactory  both  from  the  point 
of  view  of  adequacy  and  siting.  An  additional  child  welfare  clinic 
session  was  started  on  the  10th  April,  1956,  and  the  services  of  a 
part-time  medical  officer  was  recruited  to  cover  this  session. 

The  building  of  the  neighbourhood  community  building  and 
branch  library  at  Penhill  has  been  approved  but  the  wing  of  this 
building  in  which  to  hold  clinics  has  not  been  approved.  This  is 
most  regrettable  as  in  my  opinion  a  clinic  is  as  urgent  if  not  a  more 
urgent  necessity  than  these  other  amenities. 

On  Walcot  estate  provision  was  made  in  the  1956  estimates 
for  the  building  of  clinic  premises  and  the  County  Council  gave 
priority  for  this  project  over  the  provision  of  an  urgently  needed 
occupation  centre  for  defective  children  in  Swindon.  Again  Minister¬ 
ial  approval  to  this  project  was  not  given  and  a  deputation  from  the 
Local  Health  Authority  met  the  Minister  of  Health  in  December 
1956,  to  press  the  necessity  for  clinic  accommodation  for  this  large 
and  rapidly  growing  community. 

So  far  it  has  been  impossible  to  find  any  temporary  clinic 
accommodation  on  or  within  easy  reach  of  this  estate  so  it  is 
sincerely  hoped  the  Minister  will,  as  a  result  of  the  facts  placed 
before  him  by  the  deputation,  see  fit  to  grant  early  approval  for  this 
project. 
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The  increases  in  staff  approved  by  the  Local  Health  Authority 
have  enabled  this  department  to  cope  fairly  adequately  with  the 
services  necessitated  by  the  increasing  population  but  it  is  already 
obvious  that  further  personnel  will  be  required  to  maintain  these 
services  next  year. 


CARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE 

A  review  of  the  services  provided  for  the  domiciliary  care  of  old 
people  was  given  in  previous  reports.  Generally  speaking  there 
was  little  change  in  these  provisions  during  the  year  but  the  services 
have  continued  to  develop  as  the  need  arises.  There  has  been  most 
helpful  co-operation  between  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee 
and  other  voluntary  associations  with  the  Local  Health  Authority 
and  Hospital  Services  concerned  with  the  care  of  old  people. 

During  the  year,  a  Night  Attendant  Service  for  old  people 
was  initiated  by  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee.  The  intention 
of  the  service  is  to  provide  occasional  night  attendants  for  old 
people  to  allow  their  relatives  to  have  the  evening  off  or  to  allow 
them  to  have  a  full  night’s  rest.  A  number  of  suitable  persons  both 
male  and  female  were  recruited  who  were  willing  to  carry  out 
these  duties,  a  nominal  sum  of  10/-  per  night  being  paid  to  them 
and  charged  to  the  recipient.  The  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee 
agreed  to  subsidise  this  service  in  certain  cases  where  the  cost  would 
embarrass  the  households  receiving  it.  Contrary  to  expectation 
there  has  been  no  demand  for  this  service.  A  similar  service  for 
evening  and  night  attendants  is  being  proposed  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority  and  when  it  comes  into  effect  one  can  assume  it  will 
amalgamate  with,  or  supplement  the  voluntary  scheme.  So  far 
little  publicity  has  been  given  to  the  night  attendant  service  and  no 
doubt  the  time  has  now  come  to  publicise  it  as  probably  most  of 
the  demands  made  on  it  could  be  met. 

The  health  visitors  continue  regular  home  visiting  of  all  old 
people  who  call  on  us  for  help.  These  visits  are  reported  to  be 
welcomed  by  the  old  people  and  during  them,  the  health  visitor 
is  able  to  help  in  many  ways  and  to  bring  to  our  notice  other 
needs  which  could  be  met  through  voluntary  or  statutory  services. 
In  this  respect  the  health  visitors  have  had  instruction  from  Dr. 
J.  B.  Stewart,  the  Consultant  in  Physical  Medicine  on  simple 
exercises  which  help  to  keep  old  people  fit  and  mobile  and  these 
are  demonstrated  to  suitable  cases  by  the  health  visitors.  Again 
suitable  cases  can  be  referred  by  the  health  visitors  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Physical  Medicine  for  special  exercises  or  for  training 
in  the  special  hospital  department  for  rehabilitation.  Special 
apparatus  for  helping  the  disabled  in  their  household  tasks  has  been 
demonstrated  to  the  health  visitors  who  pass  on  requests  for  such 
apparatus  to  the  appropriate  authority. 
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It  is  regretted  that  one  of  the  most  pressing  needs  for  old  people, 
namely  a  chiropody  service,  cannot  yet  be  supplied  through  the 
National  Health  Service.  In  Swindon  the  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee  still  provide  a  domiciliary  service  for  those  most  tn  need 
of  it. 

Laundry  services  at  reduced  cost  for  old  people  is  still  provided 
through  the  generosity  of  a  local  commercial  laundry.  Cases  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  recommended  for  this  service  through  the  health  visitors 
and  during  the  year  the  service  covered  an  average  of  40  cases.  In 
addition  the  laundry  needs  of  the  more  active  are  met  by  the 
‘Launderettes’  which  afford  them  special  concessionary  rates. 

The  W.V.S.  are  in  the  process  of  developing  new  kitchen 
premises  and  when  completed  early  next  year  they  hope  to  provide 
a  much  extended  ‘meals  on  wheels’  service.  At  present  they  provide 
one  meal  a  week  at  a  cost  of  1/-  per  head  and  during  the  year  750 
of  such  meals  were  served. 

During  the  year  the  problem  of  rehousing  old  people  under 
the  Slum  Clearance  Act  did  not  present  any  major  problem.  Those 
who  had  to  be  rehoused  were  happy  to  move  from  their  condemned 
houses  to  the  new  accommodation  provided.  In  the  coming  year 
a  number  of  specially  built  old  people’s  houses  will  be  available 
at  Walcot  and  Penhill  estates. 

In  one  instance  I  am  happy  to  record  that  through  co-operation 
between  the  housing  authority,  the  welfare  and  hospital  authorities, 
a  lady  who  has  been  confined  to  a  wheel  chair  for  some  30  years  was 
rehoused  from  her  condemned  cottage  to  a  house  specially  adapted 
to  her  needs. 
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CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS 

Number  of  premature  babies  born: — 

1955  1956 

(i)  At  home  24  32 

(h)  In  hospital  or  nursing  home  -  67  86 

Number  who  died  during  the  first  24  hours: — 

(i)  Born  at  home  1  — 

(ii)  Born  in  hospital  or  nursing  home  -  7  1 

Number  who  survived  at  end  of  one  month: — 

(i)  Born  at  home  23  26 

(ii)  Born  in  hospital  or  nursing  home  57  72 

WELFARE  FOODS  AND  THE  SUPPLY  OF 
PROPRIETARY  DRIED  MILKS,  ETC. 

Welfare  foods  are  distributed  at  all  child  welfare  clinics  and  at 
the  Health  Centre.  The  clinic  at  Eastcott  Hill  is  open  each  day  for 
this  purpose  and  distribution  at  the  other  clinics  only  takes  place  dur¬ 
ing  the  child  welfare  clinic  sessions.  Proprietary  Dried  Milks  and 
other  nutrients  are  also  available  for  sale  at  the  clinics  but  only 
welfare  foods  are  distributed  at  the  Health  Centre.  The  extent  of 
this  work  can  be  judged  by  the  following  table. 


Welfare  Foods  Health  Centre  issues  Clinic  issues 


National  Dried  Milk  33,727  tins  (35,015)  25,992  tins  (21,419) 

Cod  Liver  Oil  4,030  bottles  (4,429)  4,927  bottles  (4,472) 

Vitamin  Tablets  2,591  packets  (2,575)  1,891  packets  (1,528) 

Orange  Juice  34,047  bottles  (31,928)  29,896  bottles  (23,467) 


Figures  for  1955  are  shown  in  brackets. 


Proprietary  Dried  Milks,  etc. 

8,068  sales  realising  £1,042  10s.  lid. 

In  1955 — 5,978  sales  realising  £765  15s.  7^d. 

DENTAL  CARE 

At  the  beginning  of  1956,  Swindon  had  the  whole  time  services 
of  one  dental  officer,  Mr.  A.  V.  Yates  and  three  sessions  of  one  of 
the  Assistant  County  Dental  Officers.  On  the  6th  February,  1956, 
we  recruited  the  whole  time  services  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Hanley. 

This  comparatively  happy  state  of  affairs  did  not  continue 
long  as  Mr.  Yates  resigned  on  the  30th  June,  1956.  We  were, 
however,  fortunate  to  secure  the  part-time  services  of  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Clarke  for  six  sessions  per  week. 
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Repeated  advertisements  for  dental  officers  failed  to  secure  any 
whole  time  recruits.  With  the  dental  personnel  in  employment  it 
has  been  impossible  to  run  anything  but  an  emergency  service. 

From  the  numerous  applications  received  for  dental  treatment 
from  parents  who  have  failed  to  secure  appointments  with  general 
dental  practitioners  it  is  obvious  that  the  town  as  a  whole  has  too  few 
dentists  to  cope  with  the  needs  of  the  population.  Prospects  for  the 
Local  Authority  Dental  Service  are  not  good  as  generally  speaking 
throughout  the  country  there  are  too  few  students  taking  up 
dentistry  to  maintain  dental  personnel  at  the  present  level. 

The  following  summarises  the  dental  treatment  afforded  by  the 
school  dental  services  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  to 
children  under  school  age. 

Examined  Treated 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  -  -  81  58 

Children  under  school  age  -  -  236  217 

HEALTH  VISITORS 

Since  the  Borough  Council  made  housing  available  for  health 
visitors  we  have  been  able  to  recruit  personnel  and  for  most  of  the 
year  we  were  only  one  short  of  establishment. 

With  this  staff  we  were  able  to  maintain  health  visiting  up  to 
a  reasonably  high  level.  However  the  rapid  expansion  of  the  town 
and  the  influx  of  families  with  young  children  necessitating  the 
establishment  of  additional  child  welfare  sessions  and  additional 
home  visiting  made  it  clear  that  the  present  establishment  of  health 
visitors  will  have  to  be  increased  year  by  year  as  town  expansion 
goes  on. 

The  health  visitors  act  for  half  of  their  time  as  school  nurses 
so  in  fact,  although  the  total  establishment  is  9  health  visitors, 
only  4\  is  the  number  available  for  maternity  and  child  welfare 
services. 

This  establishment  is  still  much  below  that  recommended 
in  the  Report  of  a  Working  Party  on  Health  Visiting  published 
during  the  year.  In  fact  the  establishment  recommended  there 
would  mean  that  Swindon  should  have  17  full  time  health  visitors. 
I  think  it  is  true  to  say  that  unless  many  more  recruits  are  obtained 
for  this  service  the  establishment  recommended  cannot  be  achieved. 

During  the  year  all  the  health  visitors  have  been  trained  by 
Dr.  J.  B.  Stewart,  Consultant  in  Physical  Medicine,  in  simple 
remedial  exercises  which  they  teach  to  those  who  would  benefit 
from  them. 
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During  the  year  the  orthopaedic  and  accident  hospital  has 
been  sending  to  the  Health  Department  lists  of  all  the  home  accidents 
which  have  had  treatment  there.  All  these  cases  are  visited  by  the 
health  visitors  to  enquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  accident 
and  to  advise  on  the  prevention  of  future  accidents. 

It  would  appear  that  almost  all  accidents  to  young  children 
especially  burns  and  scalds  could  be  prevented  if  the  elementary 
precautions  advocated  by  the  various  publicity  matter  on  Home 
Accidents  Prevention  had  been  attended  to.  The  absence  of  fire¬ 
guards  in  homes  with  young  children  is  all  too  frequent  until  an 
accident  occurs.  In  the  council  houses  the  construction  of  the 
fireplaces  is  such  that  the  housholder  has  difficulty  in  providing 
fixtures  to  hold  fireguards.  Many  such  cases  were  reported  by  the 
health  visitors  and  the  Borough  Architect’s  Department  supplied 
and  fitted  the  necessary  fixtures. 

It  would  appear  too  that  several  scalding  accidents  were  caused 
through  children  knocking  into  paraffin  heaters  which  have  hot 
plates  on  top.  Many  such  heaters  have  too  small  a  base  and  as 
they  stand  free  in  a  room  are  a  considerable  menace  especially 
to  children  and  old  people. 


MIDWIFERY 

Eight  midwives,  seven  of  whom  were  approved  as  teachers 
of  pupil  midwives  were  employed  during  the  year.  In  all,  21 
pupil  midwives  received  training  during  the  year,  the  pupils  coming 
from  the  Swindon  Maternity  Hospital  and  Bradford-on-Avon 
Maternity  Hospital. 

During  the  year  there  were  no  domiciliary  midwives  in  private 
practice  in  Swindon. 

Domiciliary  midwives  hold  booking  clinics  as  follows: — 

81  Bath  Road — 2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  in  the  month  at  6  p.m. 

Pinehurst  Clinic — 1st  and  3rd  Thursdays  in  the  month  at  2  p.m. 

Penhill  Farmhouse — 1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  in  the  month  at 
2  p.m. 

In  addition  they  attend  the  Local  Health  Authority  ante¬ 
natal  clinics  at  Pinehurst  on  Mondays  and  Fridays  and  one  midwife 
attends  the  ante-natal  clinics  of  two  practitioners  on  Walcot  estate. 

All  expectant  mothers  applying  for  admission  for  confinement 
to  the  Maternity  Hospital  on  social  grounds  continue  to  be  investi¬ 
gated  by  the  health  visitors.  As  a  result  of  these  investigations  the 
Area  Medical  Officer  makes  his  recommendations  to  the  Consultant 
Obstetrician.  The  close  and  happy  co-operation  between  the  hospital 
and  domiciliary  midwifery  service  in  all  matters  is  most  gratifying. 
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During  1956  there  was  a  total  of  695  domiciliary  confinements  as  compared  with  532  during  1955.  It  is  anticipated 
that  with  the  continuing  expansion  of  the  town  the  number  will  be  exceeded  during  the  coming  year  and  will 
necessitate  an  increase  in  the  number  of  midwives  employed  by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  GAS  AND  AIR  ANALGESIA 


All  the  midwives  employed  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  are 
qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia.  Last  year  six  midwives 
were  issued  with  trilene  apparatus  and  during  the  present  year  the 
issue  of  this  apparatus  to  all  midwives  was  completed.  No 
difficulties  have  been  experienced  with  the  trilene  analgesia  and  it 
has  proved  most  popular  with  midwives  and  patients.  The  apparatus 
is  demonstrated  to  all  expectant  mothers  so  that  when  the  time  of 
confinement  comes  they  are  familiar  with  it  and  have  no  anxiety 
over  its  use. 


The  use  of  trilene  is  largely  replacing  gas  and  air  analgesia  as 
evidenced  by  the  following  table: — 


Acting  as  midwives 

Acting  as  ]> 

nurses 

Gas  and  air 

.  82 

12 

Trilene 

.  428 

62 

Total  510 

74 

From  the  table  on  page  29  it  will  be  seen  that  domiciliary  mid¬ 
wives  attended  a  total  of  695  cases  during  the  year  and  of  this  total 
584  cases  received  either  gas  and  air  or  trilene  analgesia. 


MIDWIVES  ACT,  1951 

In  accordance  with  the  Midwives  Act  1951,  medical  aid  was 
summoned  in  183  instances  during  the  year. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  (figures  for  1955  in 
brackets) 


Expectant 

Mothers 

Children  under 

1  year  of  age 

Children  between 
the  ages  of  1  &  5 

Other 

Classes 

First 

visits 

Total 

visits 

First 

visits 

Total 

visits 

Total  visits 

visits 

ffh°± 

324 

345 

1403 

3405 

3052 

1241 

(313) 

(322) 

(1110) 

(2238) 

(1665) 

(1134) 

Number  of  live  births  to  Swindon  residents  during  the  year  ...  1 354 

Number  of  stillbirths  to  Swindon  residents  during  the  year  ...  31 

Included  in  “Other  Classes”  in  this  table  are  9  visits  to  cases 
of  infectious  diseases  and  330  visits  to  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  the  health  visitors  paid  345  visits  to  expectant 
mothers  to  investigate  their  home  circumstances. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

As  from  January  1st  1956,  the  use  of  combined  Whooping  cough 
and  Diphtheria  antigen  was  introduced  and  this  has  proved  most 
popular  with  parents.  This  antigen  is  given  in  three  separate 
injections  at  monthly  intervals  as  compared  with  five  injections 
where  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  antigens  are  given  separately. 

As  in  1955  advantage  was  taken  of  the  facilities  afforded  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  publicity  for  immunisation  by  way  of  cinema 
slides,  newspaper  advertisements  and  pamphlets. 

Immunisation  and  vaccination  and  offered  to  parents  at  all 
Infant  Welfare  clinics  and  in  addition  separate  sessions  for  immuni¬ 
sation  alone  are  held  at  Pinehurst  and  Eastcott  Hill  clinics. 

The  tables  given  below  summarise  the  vaccination  and  immuni¬ 
sation  during  the  year: — 

Vaccination 


Under 

1  year 

1  to  4 
years 

5  to  14 

15  years 
and  over 

Total 

Primary  Vaccination 

455 

78 

31 

26 

590 

Re-Vaccination 

— • 

6 

14 

121 

141 

TOTALS 

455 

84 

45 

147 

731 

Immunisation 


Local  General 

Health  Practi- 


Diptheria  alone 

Authority 

tioner 

Number  of  children  who  have  completed  course 

244 

76 

Number  of  children  given  boosters 

382 

83 

Whooping  cough  alone 

Number  of  children  who  have  completed  course 

12 

_ 

Diphtheria  &  Whooping  cough  combined 

Number  of  children  who  have  completed  course 

381 

381 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination 

The  scheme  for  administering  B.C.G.  vaccination  against 
Tuberculosis  to  13  year  old  school  children  started  in  April  1955, 
was  continued  during  the  year. 

The  response  to  this  scheme  during  1956  was  much  less  than  in 
1955  and  of  a  total  of  960  children  eligible  for  vaccination  consents 
to  the  procedure  were  obtained  in  respect  of  540  of  them 
representing  56%  response  as  compared  with  73%  in  1955. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  this  fall  off  in  consents  occurred 
as  the  same  efforts  were  made  to  ‘put  over’  B.C.G.  vaccination  this 
year  as  last  year. 

It  may  well  be  that  the  publicity  given  to  the  initial  scheme 
in  1955  in  the  National  Press  was  responsible  for  the  interest  taken 
in  it  then.  Plans  have  been  made  to  intensify  the  local  propaganda 
next  year  in  the  hope  of  achieving  a  much  higher  rate  of  consents 
to  the  procedure. 


As  in  1955,  all  children  for  whom  consent  was  received  were 
given  an  initial  Heaf  Test  and,  if  negative  reactors,  B.C.G.  was 
administered  and  six  weeks  later  a  repeat  Heaf  Test  was  carried  out 
to  see  if  the  vaccination  was  successful  in  converting  them  to 
positive  re- actors.  Statistics  show: — 

Number  of  children  given  initial  tuberculin  test  537 


positive  reactors 
negative  reactors 
children  vaccinated 


125  23.3% 
412 

412  76.7% 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

A  scheme  for  the  vaccination  of  children  against  poliomyelitis 
was  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  19th  January, 
1956.  Simply,  the  scheme  involved  the  registration  of  children  for 
whom  consent  was  given  in  the  age  groups  born  1947  to  1954. 

When  supplies  of  vaccine  became  available  the  Ministry  of 
Health  specified  which  children  were  to  be  inoculated  and  initial 
supplies  of  vaccine  were  very  limited  and  only  permitted  of  185 
children  out  of  a  total  of  1,380  registered  to  be  vaccinated. 
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As  is  well  known,  very  wide  publicity  was  given  to  this  scheme 
in  the  National  Press,  B.B.C.,  etc.,  much  of  it  severely  critical  or 
adverse,  and  this  probably  accounts  for  the  low  acceptance  rate. 
In  Swindon  consents  to  vaccination  were  received  from  1,380  out 
of  an  estimated  total  of  4,000  children  in  these  age  groups. 

All  children  registered  for  vaccination  who  were  not  immunised 
in  1956  will  be  given  priority  for  vaccination  when  new  supplies 
of  vaccine  become  available. 

Table  of  Acceptances 

Children  born  in: — 

1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954 

Totals  ...  253  209  202  166  159  135  149  108 

Among  the  children  immunised  there  were  no  reports  of  any 
adverse  effects  and  it  would  appear  that  the  general  public  is  now 
very  much  in  favour  of  poliomyelitis  vaccination  and  numerous 
requests  are  made  to  this  department  for  children  to  be  registered.  It 
is,  however,  not  possible  to  accept  these  applications  until  all  the 
registered  children  have  been  vaccinated. 


PREVENTION,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

The  scheme  for  prevention,  care  and  after  care  in  Swindon  is 
similar  to  that  for  the  county  as  a  whole. 

During  the  year  convalescent  or  recuperative  holidays  were 
provided  for  13  as  compared  with  9  in  1955. 

Other  provisions  under  this  heading  are  referred  to  in  other 
parts  of  the  report. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

A  summary  of  the  work  of  the  domestic  help  service  during  the 
year  is  given  below: — 

Number  of  domestic  helps  on  books  at  the  end  of  the  year  56 

Number  of  householders  helped  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Maternity  cases  ...  ...  ...  122 

(b)  Other  cases  ...  ...  ...  283 

Number  of  hours  of  assistance  provided  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Maternity  cases  ...  ...  ...  9,701 

(b)  Other  cases  ...  ...  ...  61,747 


Total— 71,448 


Number  of  cases  in  which  full  fee  was  not  charged 
No.  of  hours  lost  during  year  through  sickness 


386 

9,585 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  financial  year  our  establishment 
of  Helps  was  increased  by  the  equivalent  of  six.  During  the  year 
we  were  able  to  supply  some  domestic  help  to  every  necessitous 
case  recommended  for  it.  There  was  an  appreciable  increase  in  the 
number  of  maternity  cases  covered  and  this  was  mainly  due  to  the 
influx  of  population  on  the  Walcot  Estate. 

A  Domestic  Help  Supervisor  was  appointed  in  April  of  this 
year  and  she  has  maintained  an  overall  supervision  of  the  staff  and 
at  the  same  time  allocated  assistance  to  cases  in  accordance  with 
need  and  availability  of  labour.  The  Council’s  wisdom  in  making 
this  appointment  is  borne  out  by  the  increase  in  hours  of  work 
obtained  from  roughly  the  same  number  of  staff  in  comparison 
with  1955.  (71448  hours  in  1956;  57410  hours  in  1955). 

Again  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  time  lost  by  personnel 
due  to  sickness;  over  the  year  this  amounted  to  approximately  12-J% 
of  the  potential  hours  of  service  of  the  staff  employed. 

The  scheme  for  assisting  problem  families  continued,  the  help 
given  to  the  two  problem  families  which  commenced  in  November 
1955,  was  terminated  during  this  year  by  the  refusal  of  the  mothers 
concerned  to  have  any  further  help.  Help  was  commenced  with  two 
more  families  during  the  latter  part  of  this  year. 
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HEALTH  CENTRE 

Dental  Department 

Dental  Surgeons  ...  2  Dental  Receptionists  ...  1 

Dental  Technicians  ...  2  Dental  Attendants  ...  2 

During  the  year  there  were  9250  attendances  for  treatment  and 
the  following  work  was  carried  out: — 


Scalings 
&  Gum 
Treat¬ 
ments 

Fillings 

Extrac¬ 

tions 

X-rays 

Dentures 

Amal¬ 

gams 

Plastic 

Repairs 

Manu¬ 

factured 

363 

2008 

191 

3415 

591 

903 

731 

Pharmacy 

The  Pharmacy  dealt  with  1 17,341  prescriptions  during  the  year. 

CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS 
Ante  and  Post  Natal  Clinics 

Clinics  at  which  a  doctor  is  in  attendance  are  held  weekly 
as  follows: — 

Beech  Avenue — Mondays  and  Fridays  ...  1.30  to  4  p.m. 

Bath  Road — Mondays  ...  ...  ...  1.30  to  4  p.m. 

1955  1956 

Number  of  women  who  attended  these  clinics 

during  the  period  ...  .  592  557 

Number  of  attendances  made  during  the  period  2863  2633 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 

Reference  has  been  made  in  the  preamble  to  this  report  to  the 
inadequacy  of  the  clinic  accommodation  at  Penhill  and  to  the  total 
lack  of  clinics  on  the  Walcot  Estate. 

On  the  10th  April,  1956,  an  additional  weekly  clinic  session 
was  held  at  Penhill  Farmhouse.  On  the  17th  December,  1956,  a 
doctor  employed  part-time  covered  the  Rodbourne  Cheney  and 
Gorse  Hill  infant  welfare  clinics. 

The  table  given  below  gives  the  list  of  clinics  held  and  the 
attendances.  As  compared  with  1955,  there  was  an  increase  of  925 
in  the  number  of  consultations  with  the  doctors  and  an  increase  of 
2310  in  total  attendances. 


Centre 

Day  and  Time 

2  —  4  p.m. 

Number  of 
consulta¬ 
tions  with 
doctor 

Number  of 
attend¬ 
ances 

61  Eastcott  Hill 

Wednesday  &  Friday 

1574 

3329 

Beech  Avenue,  Pinehurst 

Tuesday 

760 

2354 

Gorse  Hill  . 

Wednesday 

12 

2223 

Rodbourne  Cheney 

Monday 

12 

1384 

Bath  Road 

Friday 

605 

2723 

Penhill  . 

Tuesdays  &  Thursdays 

1346 

3349 
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DAY  NURSERY 

The  Gorse  Hill  Community  Centre  continues  to  house  the  only 
day  nursery  in  Swindon. 

During  the  year  the  numbers  of  children  attending  the  nursery 
continued  to  fall  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  children 
on  the  register  was  15  as  compared  with  18  at  the  end  of  last  year. 

The  cost  to  the  parents  of  maintaining  children  in  the  nursery  is 
high — the  maximum  being  £2  5s.  Od.  per  week.  Many  who  apply 
for  admission  for  their  children  do  not  place  them  there  on  hearing 
the  assessed  charge  to  them.  The  cost  of  running  the  nursery  does 
not  fall  proportionably  with  the  number  of  children  in  attendance — 
on  the  contrary  it  rises  as  the  cost  of  the  premises  remains  the  same 
and  staff  cannot  be  reduced  below  the  standards  laid  down.  A  small 
nursery  such  as  this  then  becomes  a  most  uneconomical  project. 

If  the  number  of  children  attending  the  nursery  continues  to 
fall  then  serious  consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  its  future. 

The  nursery  premises  themselves  are  most  uncongenial  and  little 
can  be  done  to  improve  them.  If  owing  to  the  influx  of  population 
and  higher  employment  of  women  the  demand  for  day  nursery 
places  increases  then  the  provision  of  more  suitable  premises  will 
have  to  be  considered. 


Number 

of 

Nurseries 

Number  of 
Approved 
Places 

No.  of 
children  on 
the  Register 
at  the  end 
of  the  year 

Average 

daily 

attendance 

0—5 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

Nurseries  maintained 
by  the  Council 

1 

25 

3 

12 

2 

9 

FAMILY  PLANNING  ASSOCIATION 

The  Family  Planning  Association  continues  to  hold  clinics  at 
Eastcott  Hill  clinic  weekly. 

TREATMENT  OF  INFANTS  FOR  ORTHOPAEDIC  AND 

OPHTHALMIC  DEFECTS 

1 3  children  were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  clinic. 

17  cases  attended  the  Surgeons’  sessions  and  made  75  attendances. 
7  cases  attended  the  Sisters  sessions  and  made  27  attendances. 

78  children  were  seen  by  the  Ophthalmologist,  making  111 
attendances. 

21  cases  attended  the  Premature  Baby  Eye  Clinic  and  made  60 
attendances  from  January  to  April,  1956. 
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HOME  NURSING 

Details  of  work  carried  out  by  Home  Nurses 

No.  of  cases 

Respiratory  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis)  -  216 

Digestive  diseases  -  -  -  -  108 

Heart  and  Arteries  -  -  -  -  126 

Veins  and  other  circulatory  diseases  -  -  21 

Genito-urinary  ....  55 

Skin  -  -  -  -  -  153 

Ear,  Eye  and  other  sense  organs  -  -  47 

Cancer  (and  other  neoplasms)  -  -  27 

Cerebral  lesions  of  vascular  origin  -  -  29 

Infectious  and  parasitic  diseases  -  -  181 

Diabetes  -----  32 

Injuries  -----  25 

Tuberculosis  -  -  -  -  19 

Bones  and  organs  of  movement  (mainly  rheumatism)  -  33 

Pregnancy  -  44 

Mental  and  other  nervous  diseases  -  -  3 

Other  diseases  or  ill  defined  -  -  -  405 

Preparation  for  x-ray  examination  -  -  64 


Total  number  of  cases  1588 


in  respect  of  which  24,408  visits  were  made. 
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PROVISION  OF  NURSING  EQUIPMENT  AND  APPARATUS 

The  Medical  Loan  Depot  housed  at  the  Health  Centre  continues 
to  have  regular  demands  made  on  it  for  nursing  equipment  and 
apparatus. 


A  summary  of  the  equipment  issued  and  the  stocks  held  is  given 
below: — 


New  Issues 

Additions 

New  Issues 

On  Free 

Stock  at 

and 

On  Payment 

loan 

31/12/56 

Renewals 

Invalid  chairs 

37 

— 

40 

6 

Air  Rings 

86 

— 

33 

— 

Waterproof  Sheets 

448 

2 

106 

12 

Bed  Pans 

483 

1 

102 

18 

Bed  Rests 

60 

3 

33 

6 

Bed  Slippers 

10 

— 

8 

— 

Crutches  (pairs) 

11 

3i 

J2 

32 

— 

Urinals 

46 

21 

6 

Air  Beds 

3 

— 

7 

— 

Bed  Cradles 

17 

1 

13 

3 

Bed  Tables 

3 

1 

5 

— 

Mattresses 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Inhalers 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Walking  Sticks 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Feeding  Cups 

4 

— 

19 

— 

Diet  Spring  Balances  - 

— 

1 

3 

— 

Electric  Blankets 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Steam  Kettles 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Hot  Water  Bottles 

1 

— 

19 

— 

Commodes 

1 

— 

1 

1 

£  s.  d. 

Hire  payments  received  on  appliances  during  the  year 

ended  31.12.55  -  -  -  78  0  10 

Hire  payments  received  on  appliances  during  the  year 
ended  31.12.56  .... 


82  16  11 


' 


